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Korkma! Sönmez bu şafaklarda yüzen al sancak,
Sönmeden yurdumun üstünde tüten en son ocak.
O benim milletimin yıldızıdır, parlayacak;
O benimdir, o benim milletimindir ancak.

Çatma, kurban olayım, çehreni ey nazlı hilal!
Kahraman ırkıma bir gül; ne bu şiddet, bu celal?
Sana olmaz dökülen kanlarımız sonra helal...
Hakkıdır, Hakk’a tapan milletimin istiklal.

Ben ezelden beridir hür yaşadım, hür yaşarım,
Hangi çılgın bana zincir vuracakmış? Şaşarım.
Kükremiş sel gibiyim, bendimi çiğner, aşarım,
Yırtarım dağları, enginlere sığmam, taşarım.

Garbın afakını sarmışsa çelik zırhlı duvar,
Benim iman dolu göğsüm gibi serhaddim var.
Ulusun, korkma! Nasıl böyle bir imanı boğar,
“Medeniyet” dediğin tek dişi kalmış canavar?

Arkadaş! Yurduma alçakları uğratma sakın,
Siper et gövdeni, dursun bu hayâsızca akın.
Doğacaktır sana vadettiği günler Hakk’ın,
Kim bilir, belki yarın belki yarından da yakın.

Bastığın yerleri “toprak” diyerek geçme, tanı,
Düşün altındaki binlerce kefensiz yatanı.
Sen şehit oğlusun, incitme, yazıktır atanı,
Verme, dünyaları alsan da bu cennet vatanı.

Kim bu cennet vatanın uğruna olmaz ki feda?
Şüheda fışkıracak, toprağı sıksan şüheda.
Canı, cananı, bütün varımı alsın da Hüda,
Etmesin tek vatanımdan beni dünyada cüda.

Ruhumun senden İlahî, şudur ancak emeli:
Değmesin mabedimin göğsüne namahrem eli.
Bu ezanlar, ki şehadetleri dinin temeli,
Ebedî, yurdumun üstünde benim inlemeli.

O zaman vecdile bin secde eder, varsa taşım,
Her cerihamdan, İlahî, boşanıp kanlı yaşım,
Fışkırır ruhumücerret gibi yerden naaşım,
O zaman yükselerek arşa değer belki başım.

Dalgalan sen de şafaklar gibi ey şanlı hilal!
Olsun artık dökülen kanlarımın hepsi helal.
Ebediyen sana yok, ırkıma yok izmihlal.
Hakkıdır, hür yaşamış bayrağımın hürriyet;
Hakkıdır, Hakk’a tapan milletimin istiklal.

İSTİKLAL                              
MARŞI* *National Anthem

Mehmet Akif ERSOY
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The Grand National Assembly is the essence of centuries-long  quest of  
Turkish nation and a strong symbol of its consciousness of self-government.
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our people and country have encountered. As long as our 
Assembly maintains and increases its ability and power to 
provide solutions, our democracy will further develop, our 
freedoms will take stronger root, the country will develop 
and the people will become more prosperous.

We have an important responsibility to our people to 
promote our Assembly, since it has an indispensible  
place in the history and democracy of our country. This 
book has been prepared for this purpose. It presents 
different perspectives on GNAT that has witnessed the 
great political, social and economic changes that have 
occurred in our country. In addition, it also introduces the 
palaces, pavilions and historical places that have been 
entrusted to us by our people.

I hope all are able to benefit from this book and would like 
to thank all the contributors.

The Grand National Assembly of Turkey (GNAT) has 
directed the destiny of our country since its foundation.  
It steered our Independence War and declared the 
Republic, and performs the duties of legislation, 
supervision and representation on behalf of the people. 
The GNAT is the biggest source of modernisation and 
development, and it has been the hope of our people, 
always acting with an awareness of its responsibilities.

Our Assembly, a symbol of democracy and the will of the 
nation, has had an important role in Turkey becoming one 
of the leading countries in the world over 95 years. The 
GNAT brought our country from the shade of enslavement 
to the light of independence. It is the institution tasked 
with finding the most realistic solutions for all problems 
and securing the best outcome for the people. This 
supreme institution where the heart of our democracy 
beats has been successful in remedying every problem 

Preface

Cemil ÇİÇEK
Speaker of the GNAT
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THE FIRST  
CONSTITUTIONAL 

MONARCHY
The First Ottoman 

Constitution and the First 
Assembly of 1876

The group of courtiers who overthrew Sultan Abdülaziz on 
30 May 1876 with a government coup brought Murat V to the 
throne on promises of a constitution. However, after a short 
time, Murat V was also overthrown. In his place, his brother 
Sultan Abdulhamit II ascended the throne on September 1, 
1876. Abdulhamit established a special committee of 28 
people under the name of “Meclis-i Mahsusa” on Septem-
ber 30, 1876. This committee formed a sub-committee to 
draft the first constitution. The committee, headed by Mit-
hat Pasha, drafted the constitution on November 20, 1876 
and presented it to the Sultan. The Sultan promulgated the 
Constitution (Kanun-i Esasi) on December 23, 1876.

The Constitution (Kanun-i Esasi) consisted of 119 articles, 
and it was translated and compiled from the constitutions of 
some other states including Belgium, Poland and Prussia.

According to Kanun-i Esasi, there was not an “Ottoman 
Nation” but an “Ottoman State”; this state was a state en-
compassing various nations and nationalities (Article 1). 
Ottoman Rule and the Caliphate under its protection would 
belong to the oldest member of the Ottoman Dynasty (Ar-
ticles 3 and 4). According to the fifth article, the personality 
of the sultan was holy and the sultan was not accountable 
to anyone. 

According to the seventh article, the sultan had the right to 
assign and dismiss ministers (Heyetivukela), to print mo-
ney, to sign agreements with other states, to declare war 
and peace, to command land and sea forces, to supervise 
the implementation of shariah rules and laws, to lighten or 
pardon penalties, to convene and dissolve the assembly 
and to make the necessary preparations for the selection 
of representatives. In article eight, it was stated that all the 
people who were nationals of the Ottoman State would be 
called “Ottoman” no matter what religion or sect they be-
long; and article nine stated that all the Ottomans would 
have personal freedom so long as they did not intervene in 
others’ freedom. 

In article eleven it was stated that the religion of the Ottoman 
State was Islam,  and whoever living within the borders of 
Ottoman State would have freedom of religion as long as 
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they acted in accordance with the requirements of public 
order and public morality and that all privileges given were 
to be protected by the state.

The first Ottoman Assembly, the Meclis-i Umumi, consist-
ed of a lower chamber (the Meclis-i Mebusan) who were 
elected and a senate (the Meclis-i Ayan) whose members 
were appointed for life by the Sultan. The Meclis-i Umumi 
was opened by a speech delivered by the Sultan on 19 
March 1877. There were 69 Muslims and 46 non-Muslims 
in the Assembly.

Although the Constitution did not give the Assembly the au-
thority to dismiss ministers, it did grant the Assembly the right 
to send ministers to the Supreme Court. The Meclis-i Mebusan 
used this right and sent some ministers to the Supreme Court, 
and it was consequently dissolved by the Sultan on 28 June 
1877. The second Assembly, elected in the elections carried 
out in January 1878 according to the Kanun-i Esasi, dismissed 
the Grand Vizier after three months of service (13 December 
1877-14 February 1878) despite not having the power to do so 
and in response the Sultan announced that the Assembly was 
to be adjourned for a non-determined period.

The opening ceremony of the Meclis-i Mebusan on 19 March 1877, in Dolmabahçe Palace
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 THE SECOND 
CONSTITUTIONAL 

MONARCHY 
After military officers aligned with the Committee for Union 
and Progress (İttihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti) and troops under 
their command had revolted in Thessalonica demanding 
that the Sultan reinstate the Constitution with the slogan 
“The Constitution or Death”, the Sultan reinstated the Cons-
titution on July 23, 1908. This is called “the Declaration of 
Freedom” in Ottoman history.

Elections held in November and December secured a ma-
jority for the Committee for Union and Progress (CUP) in 
the Assembly. The Committee for Union and Progress left 
its  mark on every aspect of the period. The new Meclis-i 
Umumi was opened on December 17, 1908. Political and 
social upheaval continued during this period and the pro-
test against the CUP ended with the army in Macedonia 
conquering Istanbul on April 15, 1909. A state of siege was 
declared and majority of the people opposing the CUP were 
executed.

On April 27, 1909, Assembly removed Sultan Abdülhamid 
from the throne and he was succeeded by his brother Meh-
met Reşat. This was what Committee for Union and Prog-
ress wanted and they had the control of government. Signifi-
cant amendments were made to the constitution on August 
8, 1909. These amendments to the Constitution made the 
government and ministers accountable to Assembly and li-
mited Sultan’s power to dissolve the Assembly. The 1909 
amendment represents a significant change in the nature of 
the Ottoman political regime.

Constitutional amendments continued in the following years 
as well. The Constitution of 1876 was amended seven times 
between 1908 and 1918. However, stability could not be ac-
hieved and all the Assemblies were dissolved.
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People curious about the Second Constitutional Era

Mehmet Reşat acceding to the throne

Joy following the declaration of the Second Constitutionalist Era
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The Armistice of Mudros, 
Adoption of the 

National Pact (Misak-i 
Milli) and Preparation for 

a New Assembly

The Ottoman State, after being defeated together with its al-
lies at the end of the First World War, signed the Armistice of 
Mudros on October 30, 1918. This treaty opened the way to 
the Entente Powers’ invasion and parceling out of Ottoman 
territory. Some organisations in the country started prepa-
rations for an uprising. In response, the people of Anatolia 
and Thrace established an organisation under the name of 
Müdafaa-i Hukuk Cemiyeti at the end of 1918 in order to 
look into the ways for the country’s independence, merge 
national forces and begin a national and general struggle. 
In this environment, which was dark but had a light of hope, 
Mustafa Kemal and others thought that there could be no 
way to independence apart from the establishment of a new 
Turkish state. This idea was soon accepted by all patriots.

On May 15, 1919, one day after İzmir was seized by the 
Greeks, Mustafa Kemal who was assigned as an inspector 
to the 9th Army and some of his colleagues moved to Ana-
tolia from Istanbul. When Mustafa Kemal and his colleagu-
es arrived in Samsun on May 19, 1919 there was a shift in 
focus from individual independence to national sovereignty. 
In Samsun and Havza, orders were given to military and 
civilian authorities to organise protest meetings throughout 
Anatolia, thinking that this would ensure national indepen-
dence and unite the people. Congresses were organised, 
and patriots began the struggle to liberate their own regi-
ons. This national awareness meant a total struggle for in-
dependence for Mustafa Kemal and his colleagues. Works 
on independence was finalised with the Amasya Circular, 
dated June 21/22, 1919, which is considered to be the ro-
admap of national sovereignty. In the Circular, it was strictly 

stated that "The nation’s independence would be saved by 
the nation’s determination and resolution”. It was decided 
that congresses be held in Sivas and Erzurum with the par-
ticipation of national representatives for this purpose.

The Erzurum Congress was convened on July 23, 1919, 
as all patriots gathered around Mustafa Kemal. During the 
congress it was emphasised that "the struggle with the 
enemy ought to be carried out with the cooperation of the 
people in the eastern provinces, which are an inseparable 
part of the state, and the Assembly in Istanbul should con-
vene again and take necessary measures." In addition, an 
executive organ, named Heyet-i Temsiliye was established 
and Mustafa Kemal was elected the chairman. Many smal-
ler congresses were held in many provinces of the Aegean 
region with the effect that patriotic militias were established 
under the name of “Kuvay-i Milliye”.

The Sivas Congress, which was the basis for the establish-
ment of a new Turkish state based on national sovereignty, 
was held on September 4, 1919. At the congress, it was 
resolved that "the homeland is an inseparable whole", and 
that all patriotic militias in the country should be merged 
under the "Anadolu ve Rumeli Müdafaa-i Hukuk Cemiyeti" 
and, naturally, that Mustafa Kemal Pasha be selected as 
the chairman. Despite these resolutions, the government in 
Istanbul continued to hold sway. The Sivas Congress did 
not seek to establish a new state and it was decided that 
the Sultan should be notified of the necessity that the As-
sembly convene as soon as possible. This was the second 
link in the national independence struggle and transition to 
national sovereignty. Mustafa Kemal, who went to Ankara 
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on December 27, 1919 for this purpose, gave the good news 
that the War of Independence and the national state to be 
established would be administered from Ankara.

The last Ottoman Assembly, the elected section of the Meclis-
i Umumi convened on January 12, 1920 as per the resolu-
tion of the Sivas Congress. Despite all efforts of the patriots 
in the Assembly, they could not overturn the system based on 
the sovereignty of the Sultan and the natural extension of that 
system. Yet they took very important decisions on January 
20, 1920 that were of the nature of a constitution and called 
"Misak-ı Milli". Misak-ı Milli decisions taken and announced in 
the Assembly were not discussed in the Meclis-i Ayan; there-
fore, they were not introduced to the Sultan. The Misak-ı Milli, 
whose principles were written by Mustafa Kemal Pasha, was 
shaped in Erzurum Congress, matured at the Sivas Congress 
and has been the national and legal basis for the “inseparabil-
ity of the Turkish homeland and nation” in today’s constitution.

The Entente States that were disturbed by the Misak-ı Milli 
decisions forced the İstanbul government to act against the 
national forces and officially conquered İstanbul on March 
16, 1920. The Assembly members protested these devel-
opments by stopping their work for an unspecified period 
beginning on April 2, 1920. The Sultan considered this an 
opportunity, and dissolved the Assembly on April 11, 1920. 
Three days after the conquest of İstanbul, Mustafa Kemal 
made an announcement, dated March 19, 1920, which 
stated decisively that a new Assembly with extraordinary 
powers would convene in Ankara, a small Anatolian town. 
Mustafa Kemal determined how the members of the assem-
bly would be elected and declared that the elections would 
be held within the next fifteen days. The members of the 
dissolved Assembly could also attend this new Assembly 
in Ankara.

The occupation of Izmir by the Greeks on May 15, 1919  Atatürk with the Sivas Congress
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The Opening of 
the Grand National 

Assembly of Turkey

Opening of the Assembly

THE OPENING OF THE GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY
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THE OPENING OF THE GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY

unced that the Assembly would gather on April 23, 1920 and 
an opening ceremony would be conducted. 

On Friday April 23, 1920, the first building of the Assembly 
was opened accompanied by prayers following the Friday 
prayer at the Hacibayram Mosque. The new Assembly would 
make important decisions that would determine the nation’s 
fate in the War of Independence. 

The number of members has reached 324 in total with 232 
participants from the nationwide branches of the Defence of 
Rights Movement, and 92 from members of the Parliamen-
tary Assembly who came to Ankara. Due to the conditions of 
the time, only 115 of the deputies were able to be present at 
the Assembly. Şerif Bey (Avkan), deputy for Sinop, presided 
the meeting as the eldest member.

Mustafa Kemal Pasha came to Ankara on December 27, 
1919, arranged one more meeeting with the Ankara mo-
unted paramilitary forces who had supported him greatly 
during the days of national struggle, and decided to work 
for the national struggle from a stone building located in 
Ulus, a building with several shortcomings.  Mr. Necati 
(Kurtuluş) who later on became the Deputy for Bursa for 
the first parliamentary term was appointed to remedy these 
shortcomings. The building was repaired in a short period 
of time with the selfless work of the people of Ankara. The 
roof tiles were supplied from houses and an elementary 
school, while the desks and benches for the deputies came 
from the  Teacher’s Training School and public offices, and 
gas lamps and heaters were provided by coffee houses. 
Once the preparations were complete, Mustafa Kemal Pas-
ha made a second declaration on April 21 where he anno-

The First Assembly building and deputies (1921)
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Atatürk and his colleagues in front of the first Assembly

Adoption and Approval 
of the Name of the Grand 

National Assembly of 
Turkey

Sinop deputy Şerif Bey (Avkan), who presided over the first 
meeting of the Assembly, used the expression “the Grand 
National Assembly” in his opening speech: “...I am opening 
the Grand National Assembly while declaring to the whole 
world that our nation is now self governing, taking respon-
sibility for fully determining its own fate with domestic and 
international sovereignty.” 

In Sinop deputy Şerif Bey (Avkan)’s speech, it is striking 
that he called the Assembly the “Grand National Assembly” 
while highlighting the virtues of independence, liberty and 
national sovereignty.

Within a short time everyone, despite other suggestions, 
came to adopt Şerif Bey’s expression and Mustafa Kemal 
Pasha also used this name in all of his speeches. In the 
“General Committee Decision on the Representational Or-
ganization of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey” No.1 
dated April 23, 1920, the name of the Assembly was written 
as the “Grand National Assembly of Turkey”. 

There had been some previous discussions regarding the 
name of our Assembly before it was opened on April 23. 
Each of the 115 deputies who participated in the opening 
ceremony represented the ideas of different social circles 
and cultures. Hence there were several different opinions on 
how to name the Assembly.

The principal members of the Advocacy of Rights Society 
and Mustafa Kemal Pasha adopted the name of the “Grand 
National Assembly”. On June 15, 1920 they decided that 
the name of the Assembly should be determined once and 
for all, and since that date, the name “Grand National As-
sembly” became permanent. The word “Grand” refers to 
the foundational attribute of the Assembly. 

Atatürk has pointed out on every occasion that the Grand 
Assembly is “the Assembly of the Turkish Nation” by putting 
the word “Turkey” in front of the word “Grand”. 

In the text of the law that was passed on April 23, 1921 in or-
der to declare the 23rd of April a national holiday, the word 
Turkey was used and the Grand National Assembly of Tur-
key (GNAT) as a name was fully adopted.

THE OPENING OF THE GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY
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The Grand National Assembly of Turkey, which functioned 
as a founding assembly with extraordinary powers, had 
both the powers of the executive and the legislative. At the 
meeting on the second day of the opening, 110 out of 120 
deputies voted for Mustafa Kemal Pasha to become the 
Speaker of the Assembly, and 109 out of 120 voted for Er-
zurum deputy Celalettin Arif Bey to become Vice Speaker.

A Temporary Executive Committee was formed on April 25 
under the chairmanship of Mustafa Kemal Pasha. On April 
29, the Treason Law was passed. It was also concluded 
that the Assembly had the mission of “rescuing the sup-
reme caliphate, the office of the sultanate and the country 
from foreign powers,” and those who opposed this would 
be considered traitors. On May 2, the Law of the Election 
of the Ministers was passed. A parliamentary government 

system that was legally based on the unity of powers was 
founded with this law.

The first international agreement that the Grand National 
Assembly of Turkey made was the Gümrü Peace Agree-
ment signed with the Armenian Republic on December 3, 
1920. With this agreement, the Eastern Front was closed 
and the military troops there were sent to the western parts 
of the country. The agreement signed with Russia on March 
16, 1921 led to the recognition of the newly founded state 
and the National Pact by a foreign state for the first time. 
Following the Sakarya Victory, the Ankara Agreement was 
signed with the French on October 21, 1921 which ensured 
that they too would leave the war. At the end of the year, 
Italy followed France.

August 1922 is the date the GNAT army announced its 
victory.  As no occupying powers remained in Anatolia by 
September 18, all allied powers including England signed 
the Mudania Armistice on October 11, 1922.  At the end of 
the long drawn-out negotiations in Lausanne, the Assembly 
approved the Lausanne Peace Agreement on August 24, 
1923 which was signed in Lausanne on July 24, 1923. 
By this way, the new state represented and governed by 
the GNAT was recognized in military, legal and economic 
terms, giving it freedom of action.

Mustafa Kemal Pasha’s speech at the Assembly in 
Yenigün newspaper

The First International 
Relations

THE OPENING OF THE GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY
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Abolition of the Sultanate

The Constitution (1921) 

The 1921 
Constitution

The Grand National Assembly of Turkey that was opened 
on April 23, 1920 and passed the Quorum Agreement 
Law No.18 on September 5, 1920. According to this law, 
the GNAT would hold meetings without interruption until 
it realised its goals. Additionally the law regulated the 
elections and personal rights of the deputies. After this 
date, the Assembly started working on the constitution. 
The Assembly meetings on the Constitution finished on 
January 20, 1921and the Law on the 1921 Constitution was 
approved by the Assembly.

The 1921 Constitution, which was prepared to cater for the 
needs of an extraordinary era and to fill in for the lack of a 
government, consisted of 24 clauses. The first nine clauses 
concerned the basic principles of the state. It was stated that 
sovereignty belongs unconditionally to the nation (clause 
1), and the executive and legislative powers belong to the 
Assembly (clause 2). The Speaker of the Assembly who was 
elected by the General Commission of the Assembly would 
be the Speaker of the Assembly and the head of the Cabinet 
(clause 9).

Upon the Turkish army’s “Grand Victory”on August 30, 
1922, the occupying powers were forced to sit down at the 
negotiation table. Both the Ankara and the İstanbul govern-
ments were invited to the meetings conducted in Lausan-
ne, Switzerland. The İstanbul government proposed to the 
Ankara government that they form a joint committee. This 
drew strong reactions at the GNAT and it opened the way to 
the abolition of the sultanate. The GNAT decided to abolish 
the sultanate on November 1, 1922. This way, the Sultan 
who had been a partner for the sovereignty was taken out 
of the constitutional system, and a significant step was ta-
ken towards the transition to a republican administration. 
These developments reinforced the legitimacy of the GNAT.  
From now on the whole country was being governed by the 
GNAT.

THE OPENING OF THE GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY
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The Proclamation 
of the Republic

Upon Mustafa Kemal Pasha’s request, early elections were 
conducted in April 1923. Following the election, an issue of 
trust between the government and the Assembly forced the 
government to resign. Following the resignation, Mustafa 
Kemal Pasha proposed the proclamation of an elected 
president, a prime minister appointed by the president, 
and a republic with a cabinet system. The majority of the 
Assembly approved this proposal and the Republic was 
declared on October 29, 1923. Mustafa Kemal Pasha 
became the first president, and İsmet İnönü became the 
first prime minister. 

The proclamation of the republic caused serious argument 
between Ankara, the government-appointed capital at 
the time, and İstanbul. Certain famous names of the War 
of Independence who were outside of Ankara during the 
declaration of the republic expressed their reactions. The 
focus of the debates was the future status of the caliphate.

As the tension between parties continued to intensify, the 
new legislative year began on March 1, 1924.  A resolution 
to abolish the caliphate was adopted on March 3.  The 
resolution included the exile of the members of the Ottoman 
Dynasty. The same day, a law abolishing the religious 
courts and schools was passed and the Law on Unification 
of Education was enacted.

THE OPENING OF THE GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY
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The 1924 Constitution
Following this important adjustment to the nature of the re-
gime, the GNAT decided to prepare a new constitution at 
the beginning of 1924. Since the country had emerged from 
its troubled times, this time the preparations for a consti-
tution were conducted in a more systematic fashion. The 
Constitution Commission presented the draft it prepared 
to the Assembly on March 9, 1924. During the preparati-
on stages, the commission took inspiration from the 1875 
French and 1921 Polish constitutions. The new constitution, 
consisting of 105 clauses, was approved by the GNAT on 
April 20, 1924.

The 1924 Constitution, which remained in force for 36 ye-
ars, was identical to the previous constitution with regards 
to national sovereignty and the republic being the basis of 
the state system. According to the constitution, executive 
and legislative authority was given to the Assembly. It was 
proposed that the government could be impeached by the 
Assembly at any time. On the other hand, the government 
was not entitled to abrogate the Assembly. However, execu-
tive power was given to the president and the cabinet. The 
way governments would be formed and run, and the system 
of common responsibility were predicated on the principles 
of the parliamentary system.

The 1924 Constitution guaranteed civil and political rights 
and freedoms ranging from equality before the law to perso-
nal immunity, from bans on torture, oppression and slavery 
to personal freedoms ranging from freedom of conscience 
and religion to freedom of thought and expression. Econo-
mic and social rights were not mentioned in the Constituti-
on.

The Constitution was amended in 1928, 1934, and 1937. 
In the April 10, 1928 amendment, the provision that stated 
Islam as the official religion of the state was removed from 
the Constitution, which paved the way to secularism. On 
December 5, 1934, women were given the right to vote and 
stand for election. On February 5, 1937, the republican, na-

The first constitution after the Republic was made  on April 20, 1924

tionalist, populist, revolutionary, and secular attributes of the 
state were added to the constitution.
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The First Opposition 
Parties

A group of MPs spearheaded by Rauf (Orbay), Ali Fuat (Ce-
besoy), Refet (Bele), and Kazim (Karabekir) Pashas, who 
were members of the governing Republican People’s Party 
(CHF), were not happy with the operations of the CHF in the 
Assembly and as a government. Therefore they decided to 
found a new political party.  President Mustafa Kemal Pas-
ha, who was aware of these devleopments, expressed his 
reaction during his Samsun visit: “The idea of dividing into 
parties is reasonable: however with regards to the peace and 
security of the country and the nation, it is not the right time 
to open up such a division.” Despite Mustafa Kemal Pasha’s 
reprimand towards his close friends, the program of the first 
opposition party to be represented in the Grand National As-
sembly of Turkey was published on November 18, 1924. This 
party was founded and named as the Progressive Republican 
Party (TCF). TCF started organizing throughout the country 
within a short time particularly in Istanbul. The TCF intensely 
opposed the government on some issues, specifically on the 

Law for the Maintenance of Order and the establishment of 
the Courts of Independence. Ali Fuat Bey (Cebesoy), the 
Secretary General of the TCF, gave statements that ad-
vocated for the legitimisation of the opposition. Finally, at 
its June 3 meeting the government decided to shut down 
the party along with all of its branches and headquarters 
on the grounds that their actions were violating the Law on 
Treason. The party was closed on June 5, 1925. The Free 
Republican Party (SCF), which was founded on August 12, 
1930 at the insistence of the President Mustafa Kemal and 
presided by the former Prime Minister Fethi Bey (Okyar), 
was even more shortlived than the Progressive Republican 
Party. This political party, which was founded with the idea 
that it could pioneer new political developments in the co-
untry, won thirty municipalities in the 1930 elections. Follo-
wing various accusations made by pro-government critics, 
its president chose to close the SCF himself on November 
17, 1930. From that year on, there were no other attempts 
to form a multi-party system until 1945.

The Adoption of 
Secularism
The GNAT made a fundamental change to the religious 
characteristics of Republican Turkey with the law it passed 
in 1928. The second article of the 1924 Constitution had 
started with the statement that “The religion of the Turkish 
State is Islam”. On April 10, 1928, this provision was remo-
ved from the constitution. With the legal regulations enacted 
in the following years and the addition of secularism into the 
constitution (1937) the State of Turkish Republic became a 
secular state more apparently.

The founders of the Progressive Republican Party

THE OPENING OF THE GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY



EGEMENLİK KAYITSIZ ŞARTSIZ MİLLETİNDİR

28

Transition to a 
Multi-Party System

Turkey followed isolationist policies until after the Second 
World War as it was the case in many other countries at 
that time. In this period under the rule of the Republican 
People’s Party, regular elections were conducted despite 
their lack of a democratic basis. Following the end of the 
war, just as in the rest of the world, Turkey saw increasing 
demand for political and economic reform.

After the death of President Mustafa Kemal Atatürk on 
November 10, 1938, İsmet İnönü was elected as his 
successor. On his opening speech of the legislative 
session on November 1, 1944, he put a strong emphasis 

on the democratic parliamentarian attributes of the Turkish 
political system. In his May 19, 1945 speech, President 
İnönü promised to take measures to make the regime more 
democratic.

At this point, several steps were taken to make more 
contacts with the outside world in the context of the new 
balance of powers. Turkey participated in the San Francisco 
Conference in April 1945 as a founding member and signed 
the Charter of the United Nations by making commitments 
to democratic ideals.
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The bill that came to the 
GNAT regarding the provisi-
on of land to farmers in May 
1945 was a crucial turning 
point both for the history of 
Turkey and the Assembly. 
The bill aimed at redistri-
buting land by taking away 
some of the land from those 
who had a lot and give it to 
those who had none or had 
very little. According to this 
bill, a portion of the land of 
those who owned a lot could 
also be nationalized.

A group of deputies opposed this bill during the GNAT me-
etings. The spokesperson for this group was Adnan Men-
deres who was a landowner himself. The bill became a law 
despite the intraparty opposition. In response, a group of 
four deputies comprised of Adnan Menderes, Celal Bayar, 
Refik Koraltan and Fuat Köprülü tabled a motion to the party 
group for the full implementation of the constitution and the 
establishment of democracy. This motion, known as the 
“Memorandum of the Four” signified the beginning of an 
organized political opposition. When the opposing deputies 
continued their actions through the press, they were dismis-
sed from the party, except for Celal Bayar. 

In a short span of time, this restlessness in the GNAT began 
to be felt in the social spheres as well. More than 20 other 
parties were established following the National Develop-

ment Party which was founded in July 1945. In the meantime, 
the Republican People’s Party also started some of its own 
initiatives. These years are known as the period of transition 
to a multi-party system in Turkey.

The Democratic Party (DP) was officially founded in 1946 un-
der the leadership of Celal Bayar. In the elections conducted 
that same year, the DP managed to win 62 of the 465 seats 
in the Assembly. The May 14, 1950 elections ended with an 
unmitigated victory for the DP. The DP had 415 deputies as 
compared to the Republican People's Party's (CHP) 69 de-
puties.

Celal Bayar - Adnan Menderes
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The 1961 Constitution
Up until the May 27 1960 intervention of the army, the GNAT 
witnessed tense political tension between the DP and CHP. 
With this intervention, the first in the history of the GNAT, 
President Celal Bayar, Prime Minister Adnan Menderes, and 
the ministers and dignitaries of the DP were arrested. The 
GNAT was closed; politics was banned; and the National 
Unity Committee (NUC) started running the country.

Those who were arrested in the immediate aftermath of this 
intervention were jailed and tried on Yassıada island in the 
Marmara Sea. The Yassıada trials have a very important pla-
ce in the Turkish political history and resulted in the execution 
of Prime Minister Adnan Menderes and ministers Fatin Rüştü 
Zorlu and Hasan Polatkan. Laws and regulations passed by 
the GNAT in 1990 restituted the dignity of these individuals 
and their bodies were transported to a mausoleum construc-
ted on Vatan Avenue in İstanbul.

The military coup abolished the 1924 Constitution as well. 
The first activity of the NUC was to declare through a memo-
randum prepared by a group of academics that their initia-
tive was not against the 1924 Constitution, which was then 
still in force. All the authority of the GNAT, which was closed 

right after the coup, was transferred to the NUC by means 
of a temporary constitution. The authority of the executive, 
on the other hand, was going to be exercised by ministers 
appointed by the NUC. Although the authority to appoint mi-
nisters belonged to the President of the State -who was the 
head of the NUC-, the authority to monitor and if necessary 
dismiss them was given to the NUC.

The members of the NUC, who were trying to run the co-
untry with a temporary constitution during this period, were 
also working on a new and comprehensive constitution. The 
constitution draft that was prepared by the Istanbul Com-
misson of a group of legal experts did not get an approval 
from the NUC. Then the Founding Assembly started to work 
on a new constitution on January 6, 1961. The Founding 
Assembly was comprised of the members of the NUC, and 
the House of Representatives; while the House of Repre-
sentatives were NUC-appointed officials, representatives of 
the CHP and the Republican Peasants National Party, and 
representatives of various other trade bodies.

A referendum was held on July 9, 1961 on the text of the 
constitution prepared by the Founding Assembly, and it 
was approved with 61.17% of the votes in favour. The 1961 
Constitution was prepared for the first time by the Founding 
Assembly and voted on for the first time by the public, and 
content-wise it included several innovations. 

The 1961 Constitution foresaw a typical parliamentary 
system in Turkey. The Constitution provided for a parliamen-
tary system with two assemblies: The National Assembly 
and the Republican Senate. According to this, legislative 
authority was given to the National Assembly and the Re-
public Senate, executive authority was given to the presi-
dent and the cabinet, all of which come from the Assembly, 
and the Constitutional Court was given the duty of managing 
compatibility of the laws that were passed by the legislative 
branch to the Constituion.

The 1961 Constitution was based on an understanding of a 
democratic, social state of law. It was subjected to change 
following the March 12 military memorandum, but stayed in 
force until the 1980 military coup.

The National Unity Committee put an end to the rule of the Democratic Party (May 27, 1960)
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Our country experienced another military coup on Septem-
ber 12, 1980. The constitution was suspended, political par-
ties were banned and the leaders and management group 
of political parties were detained and tried. The government 
under the Prime Ministry of Süleyman Demirel was dismis-
sed, the GNAT was dissolved, and several individuals were 
banned from politics.

The military power that seized control of the administration 
formed a “Founding Assembly” that was comprised of the 
National Security Council and the Advisory Assembly. In two 
years, a new draft for a constitution was prepared. The draft 
was put to referendum on November 7, 1982 and approved 
with 91.37% of votes. 

The most important novelty of the 1982 Constitution was the 
return to the unicameral system. The executive section also 
gained more power. New and strict measures were intro-
duced regarding the limitation of freedoms and rights were 
restricted a bit more.

According to the 1982 Constitution, the State of Turkey is a 
Republic. The Republic of Turkey is a democratic, secular 
and social state governed by rule of law, within the notions 
of public peace, national solidarity and justice, respecting 
human rights, loyal to the nationalism of Atatürk, and ba-
sed on the fundamental tenets set forth in the preamble. The 
State of Turkey, with its territory and nation, is an indivisible 
entity. Its language is Turkish. Its flag, the form of which is 
prescribed by the relevant law, is composed of a white cres-
cent and star on a red background. Its national anthem is 
the “Independence March”. Its capital is Ankara. These ba-
sic characteristics in the first three articles of the Constititon 
were guaranteed with the fourth article and it is forbidden to 
change them. It is not even considered possible to propose 
to change these characteristics.

The basic goals and mission of the state according to the 
Constitution is to protect the sovereignty and integrity of the 
Turkish Nation, the indivisibility of the country, its republic 
and democracy; to provide prosperity, peace and happi-
ness to individuals and the society at large; to work in or-
der to remove the political, economic and social obstacles 
that obstruct individuals’ basic rights and freedoms in a way 
that does not comply with the social state of law and the 

principles of justice, and to prepare the conditions that are 
necessary for the material and moral development of each 
individual. Everyone is equal before the law without discrimi-
nation based on language, race, color, gender, political opi-
nion, philosophical belief, religion, sect or similar reasons. 
Women and men have equal rights. The state is responsible 
for making this equality a reality. No individual, family, group 
or class can be privileged. State institutions and executive 
offices are supposed to act in compliance with this principle 
of equality before the law in all of their actions. 

After the 1982 Constitution took effect, the first general elec-
tion was held on November 6, 1983 with the participation of 
the newly founded National Democracy Party, the Populist 
Party and the Motherland Party. Thus, democratic process 
was restarted in line with the provisions of the new consti-
tution. With the referendum of September 6, 1987, former 
political parties and their leaders who had been banned from 
politics got their rights back and were allowed to participate 
in the October 20, 1991 general elections.

The 1982 Constitution has been amended several times sin-
ce the day it was approved and it has evolved fundamentally, 
especially with the “harmonization laws” passed within the 
framework of the EU accession process. Most recently, the 
Constitution was amended substantially in 2010. There is a 
considerable effort towards fully changing this Constitution.

The 1982 Constitution

The National Security Council members and the Advisory Assembly
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The Grand National Assembly of Turkey (GNAT) is an organ 
established directly through elections according to a parli-
amentary tradition. According to the Constitution, “sovere-
ignty” belongs unconditionally to the nation and the nation 
uses its sovereignty through authorised bodies according 
to the principles stated in the constitution. The GNAT is the 
organ that uses its legislative power, which is a part of natio-

nal sovereignty, on behalf of the Turkish Nation. The basic 
function of the GNAT is to enact laws. Laws are legislative 
proceedings that provide the rights and obligations of citi-
zens. In addition to laws, GNAT also agrees on Assembly 
resolutions such as decleration of war or sending a mi-
nister to the Supreme Court. In addition to its legislative 
power, GNAT has the right to supervise and impeach the 
government. The laws and statutes made by the GNAT are 
supervised by the Constitutional Court.

Structure,  
Duties 

and Functions
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THE GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY

Rules of Procedure of 
the GNAT The Rules of Procedure is the basic regulation consisting 

of the rules regarding the internal functioning of the GNAT. 
The Rules of Procedure is made by the GNAT and explains 
in detail how the GNAT functions, from the establishment of 
committees and the Bureau to the timing of speakers, and 
from the presentation of government bills and private mem-
bers’ bills to voting and elections. Some parts of the Rules 
of Procedure are derived directly from the Constitution itself. 
The Constitution regulates certain rules itself due to their 
importance and leaves the details to the GNAT.

The first Rules of Procedure in the Ottoman Empire was 
enacted after the Kanun-i Esasi entered into force on De-
cember 23, 1876, which provided for a constitutional mo-
narchy. The Heyeti Mebusan (lower house) enacted their 
Rules of Procedure on May 13, 1877 and the Heyeti Ayan 
enacted their Rules of Procedure on September 20, 1877. 
Comprehensive amendments to these Rules of Procedures 
were made at various times. When the GNAT founded on 
23 April 1920, according to the resolution on “Implementa-
tion of the Rules of Procedure through Amendment” taken 
on 27 April 1920, it was resolved that the articles that were 
applicable should continue to be implemented and other ar-
ticles be sent to the commission. These Rules of Procedure 
were in force until the new Rules of Procedure dated May 
2, 1927 entered into force. According to the Constitution of 
1961, the Assembly and Republican Senate carry out their 
work as per the provisions of the Rules of Procedures they 
prepare. The Rules of Procedure of the Republican Senate 
was enacted on December 27, 1963 and the Rules of Pro-
cedure of the Assembly was enacted on April 13, 1973. The 
Rules of Procedure of the Grand National Assembly of Tur-
key Mutual Meeting, where the Republican Senate and the 
Assembly convened togerther, was adopted on February 
17, 1965. As the Constitution of 1982 ended the bicameral 
system, the Rules of Procedures other than that of the As-
sembly were abolished. The Rules of Procedure dated 1973 
is still in effect despite comprehensive amendments.
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Election of Deputies According to the Constitution, every Turkish citizen over the 
age of 25 is eligible to be a deputy. Persons who have not 
completed their primary education; who have been depri-
ved of legal authority; who have not performed compulsory 
military service; who are banned from public service; who 
have been sentenced to a prison term totaling one year 
or more excluding involuntary offences, or to a long impri-
sonment; those who have been convicted of dishonorable 
offences such as embezzlement, corruption, bribery, theft, 
fraud, forgery, breach of trust, or fraudulent bankruptcy; 
and persons convicted of smuggling, conspiracy in official 
bidding or purchasing; of offences related to the disclosu-
re of state secrets; of involvement in acts of terrorism, or 
incitement and encouragement of such activities, shall not 
be elected as a deputy even if they have been granted am-
nesty. Civil servants, judges and prosecutors, members of 
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the high courts, professors in universities and members of 
the Armed Forces cannot stand as candidate unless they 
resign from their duties.

The service of deputies in the GNAT is restricted to repre-
sentation for a certain period of time. Deputies represent 
not only the region from which or the people by whom they 
are selected, but the whole nation and they are obliged to 
carry out the duties and responsibilities of the GNAT. These 
include enacting, amending and abolishing laws; scrutiniz-
ing the council of ministers and the prime minister, authoris-
ing the council of ministers to enact statutory decrees on 
certain issues; discussing and approving the budget bill 
and final account bill; making resolutions on issuing money 
and declaring war; approval of ratification of international 
agreements and granting general amnesty and pardon.

Parliamentary 
Non-Liability and 
Inviolability

Due to their duties, deputies have parliamentary non-liability 
and inviolability. Parliamentary non-liability means that de-
puties cannot be held responsible for their votes and words 
during legislation and supervision activities or for the con-
sequences of them being repeated outside the Assembly. 
Parliamentary non-liability is absolute and permanent. Even 
though the person’s service as a deputy ends, they cannot 
be held responsible for their votes, words and thoughts du-
ring their service.

Inviolability means that any deputy who is alleged to have 
committed an offence before or after the elections cannot be 
detained, interrogated, arrested and tried without the decisi-
on of the Assembly. It is therefore different from parliamen-
tary non-liability and it is not absolute or permanent. Certain 
crimes are not within the scope of immunity and immunity 
ends with the termination of the parliamentary mandate.

Firstly, being caught red-handed for a crime requiring heavy 
penalty is outside the scope of immunity. Secondly, activities 
for the purpose of abusing the basic rights and freedoms 
stated in Article 14 of the Constitution are outside the scope 
of immunity.

In case the investigation has started before the elections, then 
immunity becomes invalid. If the investigation starts after the 
elections, even if it is within the scope of this article of the 
Constitution, the deputy is granted immunity. Although the 
authorised body has the right to initiate proceedings against 
the deputy in these two cases where there is no immunity, it 
has to report the case immediately and directly to the Grand 
National Assembly of Turkey.
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Loss of Membership

Even though the term of office of the deputies is set, the-
re are certain reasons for the termination of office before 
the expiration of legal term of office. These are; resignation, 
conviction for an offence that disqualifies one from being 
elected as a deputy or being put under guardianship by a 
competent judicial organ, persisting in holding an office or 
performing a duty that is incompatible with the parliamen-
tary mandate and non-attendance at parliamentary busi-
ness without an excuse and without permission for a period 
exceeding the permitted period.
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The Bureau

The Bureau of the Assembly consists of the Speaker, four 
Vice Speakers, eight Secretaries and five Quaestors. The 
Speaker of the GNAT is also the head of the Bureau. The 
political parties that have political party groups at the GNAT 
are represented at the Bureau in proportion to the number 
of deputies they have.

Members of the Bureau take turns to carry out the manage-
ment of the General Assembly. In every session, the Spe-
aker or a Vice Speaker and two Secretaries take chair. The 
assigned Quaestors should be present in the Plenary as 
well. The Bureau takes regulatory resolutions and issues 
regulations on foreign affairs, personnel affairs, health and 
social needs of Assembly personnel and security. In additi-
on, each member of the Bureau has their own responsibility 
based on their status.
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Election and Duties 
of the Speaker of 

the Assembly

The election of the Speaker is held twice in the course of 
a legislative term. The term of office of the Speaker who is 
elected at the beginning of the legislative term is two years. 
However, the term of office of the Speaker who is elected 
for the second term may not take two years in case of an 
early election.

Candidates from among the sitting deputies are submitted 
to the Bureau within five days of the first sitting of the As-
sembly. However, political party groups cannot nominate 
candidates for the post of the Speaker. In the second elec-
tion of the Speaker, to be held in the same legislative term, 
the candidates shall be submitted to the Bureau five to ten 
days before the expiration of the office of the incumbent 
Speaker. The election of the Speaker is concluded within 
five days of the end of the period for nomination.

The Speaker is elected by secret ballot. In the first two bal-
lots, two-thirds of the total number of deputies, and in the 
third ballot, an absolute majority of the total number of de-
puties are required. In case an absolute majority cannot be 
obtained in the third ballot, a fourth ballot takes place bet-
ween the two candidates who obtain most of the votes. In 
the fourth ballot, the candidate receiving the highest num-
ber of the votes is elected as the Speaker.
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The duties of the Speaker, who should be impartial and 
therefore cannot vote in the Assembly, can be summarised 
as follows: representing the GNAT outside the Assembly, 
chairing the Plenary, supervising the preparation of Minu-
tes and Summaries of the Minutes, chairing the Bureau and 
preparing its agenda, chairing the Board of Spokespersons, 
supervising the GNAT Committees, implementing the reso-
lutions of the Bureau, conducting and supervising the ad-

ministrative branch, and the financial and law enforcement 
affairs of the Assembly, carrying out work to promote the 
GNAT and its activities; performing the duties assigned by 
the Constitution, laws and Rules of Procedure.

The Speaker has the second rank in state protocol after the 
President and stands in for the President when he is abroad.
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Board of 
Spokespersons
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The Board of Spokespersons is composed of the Spe-
aker and chairpersons of the political party groups or 
deputy chairpersons or a deputy assigned by them in 
writing. The Board of Spokespersons is assigned vario-
us duties mentioned in different articles of the Rules of 
Procedure.

The Board of Spokespersons, that performs duties to en-
sure reconciliation among political party groups and the 
works of the Assembly, may be called and convened on 
Speaker’s own initiative or upon the request of a political 
party group. If deemed necessary, a representative of 
the government and the Vice-Speakers may be invited to 
the meetings of the Board
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Republican People’s Party Group MeetingJustice and Development Party Group Meeting
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Political Party Groups

Political party groups are established by the political parties 
that have a minimum of 20 members in the GNAT. Several 
advantages are granted to the political party groups in their 
legislative and scrutiny activities. Political parties that do not 
have a group cannot use these rights. For example, while po-
litical party groups have the right to discuss all or some artic-
les of bills and proposals, the deputies who are members of 
political parties that do not have a group, must request to talk 
on their own behalves. Groups convene weekly with all the-
ir members, exchange ideas, take decisions in common and 
share them with the public.

Political party groups have Chairpersons, Deputy Chairper-
sons, Secretaries, a General Board, a Board of Directors, Dis-
ciplinary Committees and Auditors.

Peoples' Democratic Party Group MeetingNationalist Movement Party Group Meeting
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The Exercise of 
Lawmaking 

Power
In Turkey the power to make laws is vested in the Grand 
National Assembly of Turkey. The only organ authorised to 
enact, amend or repeal laws is the GNAT. Legislative activi-
ties in the GNAT are carried out according to the provisions 
and procedures set forth at the Constitution and the Rules 
of Procedure.

The Constitution of 1982 does not explicitly place any limits 
on the legislative power of the Assembly.
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Committees are the groups reviewing government bills and 
private members’ bills and decrees having the force of law 
in detail. Committees are classified into two categories as 
primary committees and secondary committees. The com-
mittee whose report will constitute the basic document for 
the Plenary debates is called the primary committee. Se-
condary committees are those that present their opinions 
on the parts or articles of the matter, within the remit of the 
committee. This distinction is valid for government bills and 
private members’ bills that concerns more than one com-
mittee in terms of content. The responsibility of a secondary 
committee is to provide opinion on aspects or articles of the 
bill that concern their area of expertise to the primary com-
mittee. Discussions are held at the Plenary based on the 
report of the primary committee. The Office of the Speaker 
decides on the committees in which the government bills, 
private members’ bills, or decrees having the force of law 
should be debated, and designates the

Committees as primary and secondary, during referral of 
the matter to the committees. Every proposal sent to the 
committee is published in the Received Documents list and 
announced to the deputies.

Committees should finalise bills within 45 days of their refer-
ral by the Office of the Speakers. This period is 10 days for 
secondary committees.

Deputies, members of the Council of Ministers, government 
representatives and representatives of non-governmental 
organisations can attend the committee meetings. All of 
these participants can declare their opinions and recom-
mendations as the Chairperson of the committee gives 
them the floor. However, only committee members can pre-
sent an amendment and has the right to vote.

In the committee meetings compliance of the bill with the 
Constitution is reviewed first of all. After finalising its discus-
sion, the Committee presents its report to the Office of the 
Speaker so that it is taken in the agenda of the Assembly. 
Office of the Speaker prints the report and delivers it to the 
deputies. The report includes the opinion of the committee 
on the issue, including the reasoning behind amendments 
made by the committee and the text accepted by the com-
mittee. The committee report is signed by the deputies at-
tending the meeting. Committee members who object to or 
are undecided about the whole or some part of the report 
can add their opinions in the report.

The Standing Committees in the GNAT are listed as follows 
based on their working area:
1. The Committee on Constitution
2. The Committee on Justice 
3. The Committee on National Defense
4. The Committee on Internal Affairs
5. The Committee on Foreign Affairs
6. The Committee on National Education, Culture, Youth and Sport
7. The Committee on Public Works, Reconstruction, 

Transport and Tourism
8. The Committee on Environment
9. The Committee on Health, Family, Employment, and 

Social Affairs
10. The Committee on Agriculture, Forestry and Rural Affairs
11. The Committee on Industry, Trade, Energy, Natural 

Resources, Information, and Technology
12. The Committee on Petitions
13. The Committee on Plan and Budget
14. The Committee on State Economic Enterprises
15. The Committee on Human Rights Inquiry
16. The Committee on European Union Harmonization
17. The Committee on Equal Opportunity for Women and Men
18. The Committee on Security and Intelligence

Committees

Government Bills and 
Private Members’ Bills

The right to introduce bills belongs to deputies and the Co-
uncil of Ministers. The bills introduced by the Council of Mi-
nisters are called "Government Bills" and those introduced 
by deputies are called "Private Members’ Bills". Government 
bills are signed by all members of the Council of Ministers 
and private members’ bills are signed by at least one de-
puty. More than one deputy can come together and make a 
joint private members’ bill as well.

Even though the source of laws are government bills and 
private members’ bills, decrees having the force of law int-
roduced by the GNAT can also be enacted as laws. Howe-
ver, decrees having the force of law are issued before they 
are enacted as laws by the GNAT and then presented to the 
GNAT on the day they are issued. GNAT should give priority 
to discussing the decrees having the force of law.
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In order for a bill accepted in the GNAT to be enacted, it 
should be approved by the President within a maximum of 
15 days and promulgated in the Official Gazette. The Presi-
dent of the Republic shall send the laws that he deems, in 
whole or in part, unsuitable for promulgation, along with the 
justification, back to the Grand National Assembly of Turkey 
for reconsideration in the same period. In case of being par-
tially deemed unsuitable by the President of the Republic, 
the Grand National Assembly of Turkey may discuss only 
those articles. If the law is considered totally inappropriate, 
then it is discussed once again as a whole. If the Assembly 
makes a new amendment to the law, the President of the 
Republic may send the amended law back for reconside-
ration. If the Grand National Assembly of Turkey adopts the 
law sent back for reconsideration without any amendment, 
the law shall be promulgated by the President of the Repub-
lic.  The President can appeal to the Constitutional Court for 
the annulment of the law afterwards. 

Approval of the 
President
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Laws, decrees having the force of law, GNAT Rules of Procedure or certain articles and 
provisions relating to them should be in compliance with the Constitution both in terms 
of form and essence. In case of a dispute, the decision shall be taken by the Constitu-
tional Court. According to the constitution, the right to file an annulment action at the 
Constitutional Court is granted to the President, the governing and main opposition 
parties’ groups, or at least one fifth of the deputies in the GNAT. Applicants have 60 
days to file an annulment action from the date when the regulation is promulgated in 
the Official Gazette. In addition, a local court hearing an action can apply to the Cons-
titutional Court with the claim that the law to be implemented does not comply with the 
Constitution.

Amendments to the constitution may be made through a pri-
vate members’ bill. However, in order to make a proposal for a 
constitutional amendment, the bill should be signed by at least 
184 deputies, which is one third of the total number of deputi-
es. Bills for constitutional amendments are discussed twice in 
the Assembly. The bill requires the assent by secret ballot of 
330 deputies, which is three-fifths of the total number of depu-
ties. The President can send laws on constitutioal amendment 
back to the Assembly to be discussed once again.

Constitutional 
Amendments

Compliance of 
Laws with the 

Constitution 
The Committee on  ConstitutionCommittees have fundamental functions in the legislative process
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Parliamentary Oversight

One of the primary functions of the Assembly is to review, 
monitor, and supervise the activities of government and 
public agencies. The oversight function of the Assembly 
not only includes the implementation of government prog-
rams and laws but also selected activities of the executive. 
Generally speaking, formal oversight functions of the As-
sembly are carried out in a variety of ways.

The Grand National Assembly of Turkey uses its right to su-
pervise the government by operating means of parliamen-
tary supervision as determined in the constitution. These 
are; parliamentary questions, parliamentary inquiry, gene-
ral debate, censure and parliament investigation.

A parliamentary question consists of a request for infor-
mation directed to the prime minister or other ministers on 
a specific subject related to the duties and powers of the 

government and to be answered orally or in writing on be-
half of the Council of Ministers. This notification is made 
through delivery of written and verbal questions given by 
deputies to the Prime Ministry and relevant ministry by the 
GNAT and responses to these questions by addressees 
within time periods determined in the GNAT Rules of Pro-
cedure.

A general debate is the deliberation of certain issues con-
cerning the society or functions of the state in the Plenary 
of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey. Either the go-
vernment, or a political party group, or a minimum of 20 
deputies may propose a motion to launch a general de-
bate.

Censure is a type of parliamentary scrutiny concerning the 
general policy of the Council of Ministers or the policies 

Meeting of the Committee on Foreign Affairs
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Meeting of the Committee on Industry, Trade, Energy, Natural Resources, Information and 
Technology 

and practice a minister follows in his or her ministry. It is an 
effective way of scrutinizing the government, which may result 
in the removal of the government, its minister or the Prime 
Minister upon a motion of no-confidence or a motion of confi-
dence requested by the Council of Ministers at the end of the 
debate. Censure is given by a political party group or at least 
20 deputies and a motion of censure may result in the removal 
of the government or one of its ministers if an absolute majo-
rity of the total number of deputies (276) approves a vote of 
no-confidence.

Parliamentary Inquiry and Parliamentary Investigation are 
carried out by committees established by the Plenary in the 
GNAT.

As per the definition in the constitution, a parliamentary inquiry 
is a way of obtaining information by having a specific matter 
scrutinized by a special committee. A parliamentary inquiry 
may be initiated through a written motion of the government, a 
political party grouping or at least 20 deputies. The committee 
is established when the motion is accepted and the members 
of the Committee for Parliamentary Inquiry are approved by 
the Plenary. The essence of the committee work is to prepare 
a report on the subject of inquiry. A general debate on this re-
port is held in the Plenary after it is accepted in the committee.

A parliamentary investigation is a legal process undertaken 
by the GNAT which initiates the judicial procedure performed 
by the Constitutional Court as the Supreme Court against the 
Prime Minister or ministers who have committed a criminal of-
fence while performing their duties during their time of office. 
The report prepared by the Parliamentary Investigation Com-
mittee decides on whether the issue should be referred to the 
Supreme Court or not. After deliberations on the report are 
completed, the Plenary requires assent by secret ballot of the 
absolute majority of the total number of deputies in the As-
sembly. If it is decided to send the Prime Minister or ministers 
concerned to the Supreme Court for trial, the file is referred to 
the Presidency of the Constitutional Court within seven days.

In addition to these means of supervision, standing commit-
tees such as the Committee on Petition, the Committee on 
Human Rights Inquiry, the Committee on Equal Opportunity 
for Women and Men and the Committee on State Economic 
Enterprises also carry out oversight activities.
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Foreign Relations
GNAT carries out a heavy workload of diplomatic activities, 
including the commitments of the Speaker, standing com-
mittees, friendship groups and international organisations 
of which it is a member. Tens of friendship groups compo-
sed of deputies are formed in every legislative term in the 
GNAT. There are close relationships with the parliaments of 
friendly states and deputies which are members of these 
friendship groups. The purpose of friendship groups is to 
bring the people of two countries together and contribute to 
the solution of common problems.

There are many international parliamentary organisations of 
which GNAT is a member. Relations with such organisati-
ons are more institutionalized.
International organisations of which GNAT is a member and 
where GNAT is represented by deputies are as follows:

•	OSCEPA	(Parliamentary Assembly of the Organization 
for Security and Co-operation)

•	PUIC (Parliamentary Union of the Organization of Islamic 
Conference Member States)

•	NATOPA	(NATO Parliamentary Assembly)

•	PACE (Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe)

•	Turkey-EU	JPC (Turkey-EU Joint Parliamentary 
Committee)

•	APA (Asian Parliamentary Assembly)

•	PAUfM (Parliamentary Assembly Union for the 
Mediterranean)

•	IPU (Inter-Parliamentary Union)

•	PABSEC (Parliamentary Assembly of the Black Sea 
Economic Cooperation)

•	PAM (Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean)

•	TURKPA (Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic Speaking 
Countries)

•	ECOPA (Parliamentary Assembly of the Economic 
Cooperation Organization)

•	SEECPPA (South East European Cooperation Process 
Parliamentary Assembly)

10th Session of the PUIC Conference organized by the GNAT in Istanbul (January 17-22, 2015)
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Speaker of the GNAT Cemil Çiçek with President of Turkmenistan, Gurbanguli Berdimuhamedov (June 12, 2012)

Speaker of the GNAT Cemil Çiçek with President of Cameroon, Paul Biya (March 26, 2013) Speaker of the GNAT Cemil Çiçek with the Speaker of the Albanian Parliament, Jozefina 
Topalli Çoba (February 18, 2013)
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The Relationship 
between the 

Legislative and 
Executive

Basic administrative and political duties are conducted by 
the President and Council of Ministers, which are called the 
executive organs of government and which constitute the 
general administration. The Council of Ministers constitu-
tes the wing of the executive that is accountable in politi-
cal terms. The Presidency is largely a representative body. 
The Council of Ministers is formed of selected deputies in 
accordance with parliamentary traditions. The government 
is established with the approval of the President and it is 
presented for a vote of confidence after its establishment.

The Assembly has means to supervise the Council of Minis-
ters. The Grand National Assembly of Turkey, the Council of 
Ministers and the Presidency are the three most important 
organs as per the parliamentary tradition.
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The government, responsible for governing the country, is composed of a prime mi-
nister, deputy prime ministers and relevant ministers. As the head of the Council of 
Ministers, the prime minister coordinates cooperation between ministries and ensures 
the implementation of the general policies of the government. The Council of Ministers 
is collectively responsible for the implementation of these policies. The government is 
born out of the Assembly. The prime minister is appointed from among deputies of the 
GNAT by the President and is assigned to establish the government. Since the Prime 
Minister is generally the chairman of the political party that has the majority, he/she 
chooses the ministers among from the deputies who are members of their own party. 
If they wish, they can appoint persons who are not deputies as ministers.

Relations 
Between the 

GNAT and the 
Government
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Speakers of the 
GNAT and Their 

Resumes
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Mustafa Kemal ATATÜRK
April 24, 1920 - September 13, 1923

September 13, 1923 - October 29, 1923
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Born in 1881 in Thessaloniki in a three storey, pink house. In 1893 he 
started Military Junior High School. From 1896 to 1899 he finished 
Manastır Military High School and he continued his education at 
the Istanbul Military Academy. In the year 1902, he graduated as 
a lieutenant. He continued his training at the Military Academy. On 
January 11, 1905 he completed the Academy as a captain. From 
1905 to 1907, he was on duty in Damascus under the command of 
the 5th Army. In 1907 he became a lieutenant commander. On April 
19, 1909, he joined the Committee of Union and Progress's Army of 
Action as Chief of Staff in order to suppress the March 31 uprising 
in Istanbul. In 1910 he was sent to France and joined the Picardie 
Maneuvers. In 1911 he started working under the command of the 
General Staff in Istanbul. 

In 1911, he was assigned to the Tobruk and Derne regions with a 
group of his friends in the war provoked by the 1911 Italian attack in 
Tripoli. On December 22, 1911 he won the Tobruk War against the 
Italians. On March 6, 1912, he became the Commander of Derne.

When the Balkan War broke out in October 1912, he joined the war 
with the troops in Gallipoli and Bolayir. In 1913, he was appointed 
as the Sofia Military Attache. In the First World War, he was send to 
Tekirdağ to establish the 19th Division. 

During the First World War, which started in 1914, he made history 
in Çanakkale and made the allied powers believe that Çanakkale 
was impassable. On March 18, 1915, when the British and French 
navy suffered heavy losses in attempting to pass through the 
Dardanelles, they decided to deploy soldiers on the Gallipoli 
Peninsula. On April 25, 1915 the enemy forces that got to Arıburnu 
were stopped in Conkbayırı by the 19th Division, commanded by 
Mustafa Kemal. Following this victory, Mustafa Kemal became a 
colonel. Mustafa Kemal won the Battle of Anafartalar on August 
9-10. This victory was followed by success at Kireçtepe on August 
17 and in the second Battle of Anafartalar on August 21. 

Following the Çanakkale Wars, Mustafa Kemal was assigned in 
Edirne and Diyarbakır in 1916. On April 1, 1916 he was promoted 
to major general. He helped to regain Muş and Bitlis while fighting 
Russian forces. Following his short-term missions in Damascus 
and Aleppo, he came back to Istanbul in 1917. He visited Germany 
with Crown Prince Vahdettin Efendi and examined the front line. 
On August 15, 1918 he returned to Aleppo as the Commander of 
the 7th Army. A day after the signing of the Mondros Ceasefire 
Agreement, he was promoted to become the Commander of the 
Yıldırım Army Group on October 31, 1918. Upon the dismissal of 
this army, he started working for the Ministry of War in Istanbul on 
November 13, 1918. 

Following the Mondros Ceasefire Agreement and the start of the 
occupation of Ottoman lands by Allied Forces, Mustafa Kemal went 
to Samsun on May 19, 1919 as the Inspector of the 9th Army. On 
June 22, 1919 he published the Amasya Circular. He assembled 
and presided over the Erzurum Congress on July 23-August 7 1919 
and the Sivas Congress on September 4-11, 1919 and presented 
a road map for the emancipation of the nation. The foundation of 
the Turkish Republic was heralded by the opening of the Grand 
National Assembly of Turkey on April 23, 1920 under the leadership 
of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk who presided over the Erzurum branch of 
the Eastern Towns Countrywide Resistance Organization and also 
founded and presided over the Anatolia and Rumelia Countrywide 
Resistance Organization. He was an Ankara MP for the 1st, 2nd, 
3rd, 4th, and 5th terms and the Chairman of the People’s Party.

The Turkish Indepedence War began on May 15, 1919 and the 
Treaty of Sevres was signed in 1920 between the government of 
the Ottoman Empire and the Allied States while the war continued. 
Following this, the Grand National Assembly of Turkey formed the 
regular army. 

Following the Sakarya Victory, the Grand National Assembly of 
Turkey gave Mustafa Kemal the title of Marshall and Veteran on 
September 19, 1921. The War of Independence resulted in the 
signing of the Lausanne Agreement on July 24, 1923. 

Atatürk was elected to be the President of the Assembly on April 
24, 1920 and he maintained this position until October 29, 1923. 
This position was equal to being the President of the State and the 
government. On October 29, 1923 the Republic was declared and 
Atatürk was elected as the first President of the Turkish Republic. 
The GNAT elected Atatürk as the President for three consecutive 
terms in 1927, 1931 and 1935. 

Atatürk gave his Grand Oration, which tells the story of the War of 
Independence and the foundation of the Republic between October 
15-20, 1927; and on October 29, 1933, he read his 10th Anniversary 
Oration. 

He married Mrs. Latife on October 29, 1923. This marriage continued 
until August 5, 1925. 

Mustafa Kemal spoke French and German, and he was awarded 
several battle medals and international orders, as well as a red-
green banded Independence Medal bestowed by the GNAT. 
Mustafa Kemal Atatürk died in Dolmabahce Palace on November 
10, 1938. His body was first taken to the Ethnography Museum 
and was then transferred to the Anıtkabir, his final resting place, on 
November 10, 1953.

SPEAKERS OF THE GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY



EGEMENLİK KAYITSIZ ŞARTSIZ MİLLETİNDİR

60

Born in Prilep in 1881. He graduated from the Military 
Academy as an Infantry Lieutenant in 1900. He worked under 
the command of the 3rd Army as a Staff Captain. On his return 
from Tripoli he became the MP for Manastır during the 2nd 
term of the Ottoman Meclis-i Mebusan (lower house) and then 
the MP for İstanbul during the 3rd term. He served as Interior 
Minister before being exiled to Malta by the Ottoman state. 
At the GNAT, he was an MP for Istanbul during the 1st and 
the 2nd terms, Gümüşhane for the 3rd Term (by-election) and 
Bolu during the 5th term (by-election) and 6th term. During 
the 1st term of the GNAT, he was the Interior Minister and 
during the 2nd term, he became the Speaker of the Assembly 
with Mustafa Kemal being elected as the President. On 
November 22, 1924, he was appointed Prime Minister, and he 
resigned as the Speaker of the Assembly. He was the Prime 
Minister until March 4, 1925. Following the Prime Ministry, he 
was appointed as the Ambassador in Paris. Five years later 
he resigned and founded the Free Republican Party with his 
colleagues. Later on this party was closed and in 1934 he was 
appointed as ambassador in London. He was again elected 
as an MP from 1939 to 1942 and for a while carried out his 
duty as Justice Minister. After that, he left politics. Ali Fethi 
Okyar spoke French and English. He was married and a father 
of two children. He died in İstanbul on May 7, 1943.

Ali Fethi OKYAR

November 1, 1923 - November 22, 1924
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Born in Köprülü in 1882. He became a soldier and in 1905 
he joined the army as the staff officer. He was appointed 
to various military duties. He fought the Balkan gangs. He 
served in the Army of Action that suppressed the March 31 
Uprising (April 13, 1909). He continued suppressing gangs 
in the Balkans until 1911. He worked on almost all the front 
lines of the Balkan Wars. During the First World War, he 
was always in Eastern Anatolia and he achieved great 
successes. In 1917 he was appointed as the Commander 
of the Caucasian Divisions. He took Trabzon and Batumi 
back from the Russians. He was on vacation in İzmir when 
the Greeks occupied it. Upon its occupation, he secretly 
went to Balıkesir and took over the 61st Division Command. 
He is one of the first soldiers to participate in the War of 
Independence. Due to his actions, he was discharged from 
the military by the İstanbul Government and sentenced 
to death. Kazım Özalp founded the Nationalist Forces in 
Balıkesir and its surroundings. He was elected as the MP 
for Balıkesir in the first Assembly. During his membership 
he acted as a commander on various frontlines of Western 
Anatolia. Due to his achievements in the Sakarya War, 
he was promoted to general and he was appointed as 
the Minister of Defense. Following the Great Offensive he 
became a full general. He was elected to the second GNAT 
and upon Mr. Ali Fethi’s appointment as Prime Minister on 
November 11, 1924; he became the Speaker of the GNAT 
on November 26, 1924. He served as the Speaker until 
he was appointed once again as the Minister of Defense 
during the İnönü Government of March 1, 1935. In 1943, he 
became the head of political party group of the Republican 
People’s Party. In 1950, he was elected as an MP for Van. 
In 1954, he retired from politics. Kazim Özalp spoke French. 
He was married and a father of two children. He died in 
Ankara on June 6, 1968.

Kâzım ÖZALP

November 26 1924 - March 1, 1935
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The first civilian Speaker of the GNAT, Mustafa Abdulhalik 
Renda was born in Ioannina on November 29, 1881. He 
graduated from the İstanbul School of Political Science 
in 1903. His first appointment as a teacher was at Rodos 
High School. A year later, he became the duty officer for 
the Aegian Islands and then Ioannina. He was the district 
governor in several Balkan towns; a lieutenant governor in 
Siirt; and the governor in Bitlis, Kastamonu and Aleppo. In 
1917, following a short-term Undersecretary of Ministry of 
Internal Affairs, he became the Governor of Aleppo for a 
second time. In 1918 despite his appointment as governor 
of Bursa, he was being dismissed before he even took 
office. With the end of the first World War, he was sent to 
Malta in exile. In 1921 he returned from Malta and became 
the Undersecretary of the Ministry of Economy and Ministry 
of Internal Affairs. Later on he entered the GNAT as an MP 
for Çankırı while he was continuing his duties as Governor 
of İzmir.

Mustafa Abdulhalik Renda was on duty as the Minister of 
Finance between January 2, 1924-March 3, 1926, July 13, 
1926-October 31, 1927, and December 25, 1930- February 
3, 1934. He was Minister of Defense between November 
2, 1930 and December 25, 1930. Between November 2, 
1927-January 16, 1928, he acted as the Representative of 
the Naval Ministry. He acted as the head of the political party 
group of the Republican People's Party in 1934. On March 
1, 1935 he was elected as the Speaker of the GNAT and he 
continued this duty until August 5, 1946. Mustafa Abdulhalik 
Renda was appointed as a State Minister in the Hasan 
Saka Cabinet following his resignation as the Speaker of 
the GNAT. He resigned from this position and retired from 
politics in 1948. Renda died in İstanbul on October 1, 1957.

Mustafa Abdülhalik RENDA

March 1, 1935 - August 5, 1946
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One of the greatest commanders of our War of Independence, 
Kazım Karabekir was born in 1882 in Istanbul. After completing 
his education, he joined the army forces in 1905 as staff 
captain. He dealt with various riots in the Balkans until 1909 
and achieved great success. He founded the Manastır branch 
of the Committee of Union and and Progress with Enver 
Pasha and joined the Army of Action, which suppressed the 
March 31 Uprising (April 13, 1909). He played a significant 
role in the suppression of the Albanian Uprising in 1910. 
In 1911 he applied to the War Ministry to adopt the word 
“Karabekir” after his name. He had shown great capabilities 
during the Balkan Wars. For a while he worked at the Istanbul 
General Staff. During the First World War, he first joined the 
operations in the East. Later on he fought at the Çanakkale 
frontline and made great achievements. After that he went to 

the Iraq frontline. He stayed there for a year and achieved 
great successes against the British. In 1917, he fought with 
the Russians in Diyarbakır as the commander of the 2nd 
Corps. He defended Van-Elazığ frontline. After that, in the 
beginning of 1918, he was appointed as the commander 
of the 1st Caucasian Corps. He was promoted togeneral 
for his achievement in taking Erzincan, Erzurum, Sarikamış, 
Kars and Gümrü back from the Russians. He joined the 
Azerbaijan operation and fought the British. Following the 
Mondros Ceasefire Agreement, he returned to Istanbul. As 
one of the pioneers of the National War of Independence, 
he was appointed to the 15th Corps in Erzurum. While he 
was there, he managed the organization for independence 
with Mustafa Kemal Pasha and defended Eastern Anatolia 
against the Armenians. He joined the first Assembly as an 
MP for Edirne. He was appointed as the commander of the 
Eastern Front, the largest front opened by the GNAT. By the 
end of 1920, he had managed to sign expel the Armenians 
and signed the Gümrü Peace Agreement with Armenia as 
the first international agreement of our new state in the name 
of the GNAT (January 3, 1920). He worked hard for peace 
and prosperity of Eastern Anatolia. Shortly after the victory, 
he became the Commander of the 1st Army. He was one of 
the founders of the second political party to be established 
in the republic: the Progressive Republican Party. He was 
the president of this party. At the end of the second GNAT, 
he retired from politics. In 1938, he was elected as an MP for 
İstanbul again. He became the Speaker of the GNAT after 
Abdulhalik Renda on August 5, 1946. He died in Ankara 
while on duty on January 26, 1948.

Kazım Karabekir was awarded the red-green banded 
Independence Medal. He also published books on various 
topics.

Kâzım KARABEKİR

August 5, 1946 - January 26, 1948
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Born in 1882 in Istanbul, as the son of a family of soldiers for 
two generations. Following his graduation from Saint Joseph 
High School, he started the Military Academy and graduated 
in 1905, joining the army as staff officer. He monitored 
gangs and bandits in the Balkans. He saw great successes 
during the Balkan Wars and the Defense of Ioannina. During 
the First World War, he fought on the Sinai, Palestine, and 
Eastern fronts. Due to his extraordinary achievements, he 
was promoted to general in 1917.

In the beginning of the War of Independence, he supported 
Atatürk in Ankara as the Commander of the 20th Corps and 
stayed with him during all stages of the grand struggle. He 
organized the national forces on the Western Front and saw 
significant success. He participated in the first GNAT and 
after being the Commander of the Western Front for a while, 
was appointed as the Ambassador in Moscow. He made 
great efforts to establish relations with the Soviet Union which 
was the first big country to recognize the GNAT. Following 
the grand victory, he became the Commander of the 2nd 
Army for a while. He was elected an MP for Konya at the 
second GNAT. He was one of the founders of the Progressive 
Republican Party. After the party was closed, he continued to 
be close to Atatürk. He was elected the Speaker of the GNAT 
on January 30, 1948. He maintained this role until November 
1, 1948. Ali Fuat Cebesoy served as an MP for Eskişehir 
in 1950 and for İstanbul from 1957 to 1960. Cebesoy was 
never married and he died in İstanbul on January 10, 1968. 
Cebesoy was Atatürk’s classmate at the Military Academy. 
Their friendship persevered. He published his memories with 
Atatürk, as well as his political life. He was awarded several 
battle stars as well as the red-green banded Independence 
Medal.

Ali Fuat CEBESOY

January 30, 1948 - November 1, 1948
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Born in the town of Ödemiş near İzmir in 1887. He graduated 
from the İstanbul School of Political Science in 1909. For 
a while he was a duty officer and a teacher. Although he 
went to Belgium to continue his education at the beginning 
of 1914, he returned to his homeland with the outbreak of 
World War I. Shortly after finishing his military service, he 
was sent to Switzerland by the state. Saraçoğlu completed 
the Geneva School of Political Science. During his education 
he advocated for Turkey; publishing a magazine in French. 
Upon İzmir’s occupation, he came back home and fought at 
the Aegean national front. He was elected an MP for İzmir at 
the GNAT. He was appointed as the Minister of Education in 
the Fethi Okyar cabinet and Minister of Finance in the Third 
İnönü cabinet. During these years, he ensured enactment of 
some basic financial laws. He made important improvements 
to the method of payments of Turkish national debts. He 
successfully represented Turkey in several international 
finance meetings. In 1933 he became the Minister of Justice. 
During this duty, he ensured the passing of important 
statutes such as the Judges Law, Lawyers Law and 
Bankruptcy and Enforcement Laws. He had great successes 
as the Minister of Foreign Affairs in the Celal Bayar and Refik 
Saydam governments. Upon Refik Saydam’s death on July 
9, 1942, he became the Prime Minister. He worked with his 
first cabinet on July 9, 1942-March 9, 1943 and then with his 
second cabinet on March 9, 1943-August 7, 1968. He was 
elected the Speaker of the GNAT on November 1, 1948. The 
last Speaker of the Assembly from the Republican People’s 
Party, Şükrü Saraçoğlu was replaced by Bekir Refik Koraltan 
from the Democrat Party on May 22, 1950 and retired from 
politics. Saraçoğlu died in İstanbul on December 27, 1953.

Mehmet Şükrü SARAÇOĞLU

November 1, 1948 - May 22, 1950
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He was born in Divriği in 1889. He graduated from İstanbul 
University Faculty of Law in 1914 and served in the 
government. He became a prosecutor and then a police 
chief. During the War of Independence, he worked within the 
national forces in Konya for a while and during that time he 
was elected the MP for Konya in the first GNAT. He served 
as an MP without interruption until 1935. In the same year he 
returned to his administrative duty. He became the governor 
of Çorum (1935), Trabzon (1937), and Bursa (1939-1942). 
In 1942 Koraltan was elected as an MP for Bursa and he 
became one of the four founders of the Democrat Party in 
1946. He was elected the Speaker of the GNAT as an MP 
of this party on May 22, 1950. He maintained this position 
until May 27, 1960. Following the May 27, 1960 military 
intervention, Refik Koraltan was tried and sentenced but 
after a while he benefitted from a general amnesty. He 
retired from politics and died on June 17, 1974.

Refik KORALTAN

May 22, 1950 - May 27, 1960

SPEAKERS OF THE GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY



EGEMENLİK KAYITSIZ ŞARTSIZ MİLLETİNDİR

67

President	of	House	of	Representatives

He was born in Izmir in 1886.

He was graduated from the Military Academy in 1904, and 
graduated from War College in 1907. He became a Major 
General (Mirliva) in 1922, a Lieutenant General in 1926, and 
a Full General in 1935.

He served as the 3rd Caucasian Division Commander, the 
2nd Chief of General Staff, the Afghanistan Chief of Military 
Mission, and the 4th Corps Commander. On July 30, 1930 he 
was appointed as the Gendarmerie General Command, and 
on August 24, 1935 as the 3rd Military Inspector. He became 
a Full General on August 30, 1935, and on February 15, 1943 
he served as a Member of the Supreme Military Council, and 
the 2nd Chief of General Staff. He was the Chief of General 
Staff from January 12, 1944 until July 23, 1946. In the year 
of 1946, he resigned from his position following the incident 
that went down in history as the Ankara Murder. He retired 
from his Membership at the Supreme Military Council on July 
6, 1950.

He participated in the squashing of the March 31st rebellion, 
the Montenegro Border Operation, Balkan War, the First 
World War, the Independence War, and the Dersim Operation 
with the Operation Army.

Kazim Orbay was decorated with the IVth Osmani, Silver, 
Gold, Merit, 4th Mecidi, 1st Iron Cross, Sword Crome Knight, 
German Red Eagle, and Independence Medals.

He was participated as the Constituent Assembly 
Representative of Head of State and served as the president 
of this assembly from January 9, 1961 until October 2, 1961. 
Following his presidency of the House of Representatives, 
in 1961, he was elected as the Contingent Senator by the 
President Cemal Gursel.

He died in Ankara, on June 3, 1964.

Kâzım ORBAY

January 9, 1961 - October 26, 1961
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Born in İstanbul in 1899. He graduated from the Faculty of 
Law of the İstanbul University in 1924. After working for a 
while in the area of law, he was sent to Rome by the Ministry 
of Justice in 1926. He finished the Rome School of Law and 
completed his doctorate degree (1930). He interned for a 
while at the Italian courts. Upon his return to the country, 
he was appointed to several legal positions. In 1935 he was 
elected as an MP for Erzurum. Later on, he became an MP 
for Rize for three terms until 1950. He served as the Minister 
of Justice in the second Saracoglu Cabinet (1943-1946) and 
again as the Minister of Justice in the Şemsettin Günaltay 
cabinet (1949-1950). From 1950 to1960 he became a self-
employed lawyer. In 1961, he was elected an MP for Rize. On 
November 1, 1961 he was elected the Speaker of the GNAT 
and continued this duty until October 22, 1965. Sirmen died 
on May 17, 1981.

(*) Fuat Sirmen, Ferruh Bozbeyli, Sabit Osman Avcı, Kemal Güven and Cahit Ka-
rakaş were speakers of the National Assembly. According to the last paragraph 
of the Article no.84 of the 1961 Constitution, since they presided over the joint 
meeting of the National Assembly and the Republican Senate (that is, the GNAT 
meeting), and the Bureau of the National Assembly, they should be recognized 
as speakers of the GNAT.

Fuat SİRMEN(*)
November 1, 1961 - November 1, 1963 
November 5, 1963 - October 10, 1965
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He was born in 1927, in the town of Pazarcık near 
Kahramanmaraş. He graduated from the Antalya Boys High 
School in 1947 and from the Faculty of Law of İstanbul 
University in 1957. He worked as a self-employed lawyer and 
writer. 

In the 1961 general elections, he was elected as an MP for 
İstanbul. He took his place in the GNAT as an MP for İstanbul 
after the 1965, 1969 and 1973 elections. 

In 1961, he became the Deputy Head of the Justice Party 
(AP) political group and in the years 1962, 1963 and 1964, he 
served as the Vice Speaker of the GNAT. In 1965 and 1967 
he was elected the Speaker of the GNAT for 3 consecutive 
terms. After leaving the AP, he became a founding member 
and the Chairman of the Democratic Party. In the 1973 
general elections, he again became an MP for İstanbul. 
After retiring from political life in 1977, Bozbeyli wrote nine 
publications titled “AP  in Development and Planning”, 
“CHP in Development and Planning”, “ Other Parties in 
Development and Planning”, “Party Programs”, “The First 
Drop (Political Stories)”, “The Test of Politics”, “Democratic 
Right”, “Speckled Politics”, and “Lonely Democrat” (an 
interview). Ferruh Bozbeyli is married and a father of two 
children.

Ahmet Ferruh BOZBEYLİ
October 22, 1965 -  October 12, 1969
October 22, 1969 - November 1, 1970
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Born in Artvin in 1921. He graduated from high school in 
1939 and from the İstanbul University Faculty of Forestry in 
1944. He served in various units of the General Directorate 
of Forestry as a senior forest engineer. In 1953 he was sent 
to the United States for research. While he was the general 
director of Mersin Forestry, he was elected as an MP for 
Artvin in 1961. He served as the Minister of Agriculture, 
Forestry, Energy and Natural Resources. Following Ferruh 
Bozbeyli, he was appointed as the Speaker of the GNAT 
on November 26, 1970. He maintained this position until 
October 24, 1973. In 1977 he was elected as an MP for 
İstanbul and served as an MP until September 12, 1980. 
Avci died in Istanbul on February 8, 2009.

Sabit Osman AVCI
November 26, 1970 - November 1, 1972

November 2, 1972 - October 14, 1973
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Born in Erzincan in 1921. Following his graduation from 
the Faculty of Law of Ankara University in 1944, he was 
appointed as an intern candidate judge to Kars. In 1945 
he finished his military service as a reserve officer and 
completed his judge internship in 1947. He was appointed 
as the Deputy Public Prosecutor in Posof. From 1948 to 
1953, he served as Deputy Public Prosecutor in Kağızman 
and Tuzluca. In 1954 he entered into the GNAT as an MP for 
Kars from the Republican People’s Party (CHP) and worked 
at the Customs, Transportation, Justice, and Constitution 
Committees. In 1957 he took a seat in the GNAT again as an 
MP for Kars. Between the years 1960 and 1961, he served as 
a member of the Board of Directors of the Turkish Property 
Loan Bank.

In the 1961 general elections, Mustafa Kemal Güven was 
elected for the third time as an MP for Kars. From 1965 
to1969 he served as a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Turkish Feed Industry and as Deputy Public Prosecutor 
in Ankara in 1966.

In 1969, 1973 and 1977 general elections Mustafa Kemal 
Güven became an MP for Kars and served as the Speaker 
of the GNAT for two consecutive terms (from December 18, 
1973 to June 13, 1977).

Mustafa Kemal Güven is married and a father of two children.

Mustafa Kemal GÜVEN
December 18, 1973 - November 1, 1975 

December 24, 1975 - June 5, 1977
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Born in Bartin in 1928. He completed his primary and 
secondary education in Bartın and high school in Erzurum 
High School’s Science Division. In 1952 he graduated from 
Faculty of Civil Engineering of İstanbul Technical University. 
For his mandatory service, he worked in the Railroads 
and Ports Construction Unit of the Ministry of Public Work. 
He was a control engineer in the Bartın and Samsun port 
projects and later on in the construction of Rize, Pazar and 
Hopa quays. Following his military service in Ereğli Black 
Sea Base Command, he worked at the Control Directorate 
of the construction of Mersin Port. 

In 1955, he went to Europe for his masters in water and port 
construction. He worked as a project and control engineer 
in port construction in Amsterdam, Duisburg, Bremen, and 
Hamburg. In the meantime, he finished his PhD studies at 

Berlin Technical University in the area of Water Construction 
and received his PhD as an engineer. In 1961, upon his 
return to Turkey, he started working at the Ports Construction 
Unit of the Ministry of Public Works as the Director of the 
Science and Research Committee. At the same time, he 
served on the expert commissions of the State Planning 
Organization and Advisory Board of the Scientific and 
Technological Research Council of Turkey (TÜBİTAK) on 
behalf of the Ministry.

In the 1965 and 1969 general elections, he was elected 
an MP for Zonguldak from the Justice Party (AP). In 1971, 
he became the Minister of Public Works and later on the 
Minister of Transportation. In the 1973 and 1977 general 
elections, Cahit Karakaş served in the GNAT as an MP for 
Zonguldak from the Republican People’s Party (CHP) and 
he served as the Speaker of the GNAT from November 17, 
1977 until September 12, 1980.

In the 1983 general elections, he was elected an MP for 
Zonguldak from the People's Party (HP). In 1987, he 
became head of the political party group of the Democratic 
Left Party (DSP) at the GNAT. Additionally Cahit Karakaş 
served as Chairperson of the Committee on Public Works, 
Chairperson of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
Deputy Chairperson of the Turkey-EU Joint Parliamentary 
Committee, Chairperson of the Delegation of Turkey to 
the NATO Parliamentary Assembly and member of the 
Delegation of Turkey to the Inter Parliamentary Union. 

He was awarded the Germany Great Order of Merit. He 
has professional copyrights and translation works, as well 
as several professional and political articles. Cahit Karakaş 
speaks German and English. He is married and a father of 
two children

Cahit KARAKAŞ
November 17, 1977 - November 1, 1979

November 6, 1979 - September 12, 1980
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The	President	of	the	Advisory	Council	

He was born in 1904 in Seydisehir, Konya.

He was graduated at the top of his class in Konya Sultanic, 
and became a biology teacher. The same year, he started 
studying at the Istanbul School of Law. While he was still a 
student in 1923 at the Istanbul University, he received the 
university’s state scholarship and studied medicine and 
biology at Berlin University. He became a medical doctor 
in 1929. He worked as an assistant at the Hagen and 
Düsseldorf hospitals.

He worked as a government doctor in Ankara, and as a 
biology teacher at the Gazi Schooling Institute. In 1933, he 
earned his associate professorship at the Istanbul School 
of Medicine, and he became a professor of physiology in 
1940.

Following his election as the Konya Deputy in 1943, he was 
first appointed as the President of the Community Houses 
Supreme Advisory Council, and later on as the Diyarbakir 
County Inspector. On June 7, 1945 he became Turkey’s 
first Minister of Labor. He was appointed as the second 
president to the International Labor Conference in 1947. He 
resigned from the ministry in September 1947. Following 
CHP’s defeat in polls in 1950, he stayed away from politics 
for a while. 

He maintained his academic career from 1950 in Munich, 
and later on at the Istanbul School of Medicine. He served 
as a member to the Republican Senate as the Contingent 
Senator in 1974. After the resignation of the coalition 
government between CHP and the National Salvation 
Party (MSP), he was appointed to establish the supra party 
government on November 17, 1974. The government that 
he established had not received a vote of confidence from 
the TGNA.

He served as a Prime Minister until March 21, 1975. 
Immediately following September 12, 1980, he was appointed 
to the Advisory Council, which was founded on October 15, 
1981, as the Konya member, and on October 27, he was 
elected president to the council. Irmak maintained this duty 
until December 4, 1983 when Necmettin Karaduman was 
elected as the TGNA President.

He died in November 11, 1990 in Istanbul.

Mahmut Sadi IRMAK
October 27, 1981 - December 4, 1983
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Born in Trabzon in 1927. He completed his primary and 
secondary education in Trabzon. He graduated from 
Trabzon High School in 1944. In 1948, he completed the 
Administration branch of the School of Political Science   
and served as a district governor in various towns. In 1960, 
he was appointed as a financial supervisor. From 1966 to 
1970, he served as the governor of Kahramanmaraş, from 
1970 to 1975 as the governor of Erzurum and from 1975 to 
1977 as the governor of İçel. In 1977 he resigned of his own 
accord and started serving on the board of directors of a 
private company in İstanbul, as well as becoming a director 
general.

Following the 1983 general elections, he entered the GNAT 
as an MP for Trabzon from Motherland Party (ANAP). On 
December 4, 1983, he was elected the Speaker of the 
GNAT. Karaduman served for two terms as the Speaker of 
the Assembly until November 29, 1987.

Necmettin Karaduman is married and a father of two 
children.

Necmettin KARADUMAN

December 4, 1983 - September 1, 1985 
September 12, 1985 - November 29, 1987
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Born in Erzincan in 1935. He finished primary school in 
Eskişehir, secondary school in Samsun and high school in 
Erzincan. Following his graduation from the Faculty of Law 
of İstanbul University, he completed his military service and 
worked as a self-employed lawyer in Erzincan.

In the 1983 general elections he entered into the GNAT 
as an MP for Erzincan from Motherland Party (ANAP). In 
his term, he served as the Vice Speaker of GNAT and the 
Interior Minister. In the 1987 general elections, he entered 
the GNAT again as an MP for Erzincan and was elected as 
the Speaker of the GNAT on December 24, 1987. Yıldırım 
Akbulut was elected as the Speaker of the GNAT again on 
September 11, 1989. He resigned from this position when 
Turgut Özal was elected the President and served as the 
Prime Minister from November 9, 1989 to June 23, 1991. 

Akbulut also served as the Chairman of ANAP. He entered 
the GNAT as an MP for Erzincan in 1991 and as an MP 
for Ankara in 1999. In these periods, from May 20, 1999 to 
September 30, 2000, he was elected as the Speaker of the 
GNAT for the third time. During his term as the Speaker of 
the GNAT, he was nominated for the Presidency. However 
he withdrew his nomination after the 2nd round of the 
elections. Yıldırım Akbulut is married and a father of three 
children.

Yıldırım AKBULUT

December 24, 1987 - September 1, 1989
September 11, 1989 - November 9, 1989 (resignation)

May 20, 1999 - September 30, 2000
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Born in Safranbolu in 1928. He completed his primary 
and elementary education in various places (Kurucaşile 
and Bartın). He completed his high school and college 
education with scholarships in Istanbul. As a graduate of 
İstanbul School of Economics and Administrative Sciences, 
İsmet Kaya Erdem served respectively as a civil servant, 
superintendent, deputy director and director in the Turkish 
Sugar Factories where he started working in 1952. In 1961, 
he was transferred to the Treasury. From 1960 to 1966, he 
served as a professor at the Eskişehir School of Economics 
and Administrative Sciences. While he was a Deputy Director 
General of the Treasury, he was appointed as the economic 
consultant at the Turkish Embassy in London for three years 
in 1966. From 1963 to 1973 he became the Deputy Director 
General and later as Director General at the Treasury.

İsmet Kaya ERDEM

November 21, 1989 - October 20, 1991
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From 1973 to 1977, he served as the Chief Consultant 
on Finance and the Economy at the Turkish Embassy in 
London, in 1976 the General Secretary of the Treasury 
by proxy, in 1977 the General Director of Social Security 
Institution. From 1978 to 1980 he was appointed as the 
General Secretary for International Economic Cooperation 
at the General Directorate of the Treasury. In 1980, he went 
to London for his overseas duty.

He became the Minister of Finance in the government 
(Founding Assembly-Advisory Assembly) that was formed 
after September 12, 1980. While serving as a member of 
the Higher Education Board (YÖK) in 1982, he became 
an Mp for İzmir from the Motherland Party (ANAP) in the 
1983 general elections. Following this term and the 1987 
elections, he entered the GNAT ance again as an MP for 
İzmir and served as the Deputy Prime Minister responsible 
for the Economy. Again in this period, on November 21, 
1989, he was elected as the Speaker of the GNAT and 
continued this duty until October 20, 1991.

He was re-elected in the 1991 and 1995 general elections, 
and served in the GNAT as an MP for İzmir until 1999.

He published two books titled “State-Controlled Entities”, 
and “Cost Accounting” and several articles on budgeting 
and economy. İsmet Kaya Erdem speaks English. He is 
married and a father of two children.
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Born in İzmir in 1933. He graduated from Ankara Çankaya 
Primary School and then Ankara Atatürk High School. He 
graduated from the Faculty of Law of Ankara University. After 
1955, he became a self-employed lawyer. He served as a 
provincial chairman, founder and member of the General 
Administrative Board (GİK) in various parties. In 1985, he 
was elected as the chairman of the True Path Party (DYP).

Following by-elections held on September 28, 1986, he 
entered the GNAT as an MP for Samsun. Following the 
1991 general elections he became an MP for Eskişehir and 
he served as the Speaker of the GNAT for two terms from 
November 16, 1991 until October 1, 1995.

On May 16, 2009, he was elected to the Chairmanship of 
the Democratic Party. Ahmet Hüsamettin Cindoruk speaks 
English. He is married and a father of three children.

Ahmet Hüsamettin CİNDORUK

November 16, 1991 - September 1, 1993 
September 14, 1993 - October 1, 1995
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Born in Aydın in 1928. After completing his primary education 
in Aydın and secondary and high school education in 
İzmir, he graduated from İzmir School of Economics and 
Commerce (The Faculty of Commercial Sciences) in 1950. 
During his education Sezgin played handball and athletics 
and served as the Chairman of the Student Union in İzmir 
School of Economics and Commerce and as a member 
of the Turkish National Student Federation. Following his 
education, he started working at the Denizli branch of the 
Turkish Property Loan Bank. 

In 1952, he was elected as a member of the Board of 
Governors of Democrat Party in Denizli. He worked as club 
chairman and football and athletics agent. In 1995, he was 
elected as the Mayor of Aydın. He continued this duty until 
May 27, 1960. After this date, he actively worked to found 
the provincial organization of Justice Party (AP) in Aydın. 

In the 1961 general elections, he entered the GNAT as 
an MP for Aydın from AP. Within the AP, he served as a 
member of the Group Board of Directors, a member of 
the General Administration Council, General Accountant, 
and Deputy Chairman, as well as the Chairperson of the 
Committee on Plan and Budget at the GNAT. From 1967 
to 1969 he served as the Chairman of Gençlerbirliği Sports 
Club. He was appointed as the newly established Minister 
of Youth and Sports in 1969 and left this position in 1971. 
After the 1979 by-elections, he worked as the Minister of 
Finance in the minority government until September 12, 
1980. He participated in the foundation of the True Path 
Party (DYP). İsmet Sezgin was elected as a member of the 
DYP General Administrative Committee in 1988 and in the 
1991 general elections he was elected as an MP for Aydın 
from the DYP. During this term he served as the Minister 
of Interior, a member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and a member of the Delegation of Turkey to the NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly. 

In the 1995 general elections, İsmet Sezgin was again 
elected as an MP for Aydın and served as the Speaker of 
the GNAT from October 18, 1995 to December 24, 1995 and 
as the Deputy Prime Minister and the Minister of Defense 
from June 30, 1997 to January 11, 1999.  From 1999 to 2000 
he served as the chairman of the Democratic Turkey Party. 
After May 2002, İsmet Sezgin retired from active politics 
and started working on problems experienced as a result of 
globalization, Turkish democracy and policies applied. He 
has ten published works such as “Notes from the Far East 
– A Fast Increasing World Population and a Power Greater 
than Nuclear Weapons” (1967), “Depression Era Budgets 
and the AP” (1973), “Turkey in the beginning of 1978” 
(1978), “Defeat of Hope –CHP” (1978), “1980 Fiscal Year 
Budget Proposal Speech” (1980), “A Turn of an Era” (1993), 
“Towards a Democratic Turkey” (1997), “Ismet Sezgin 
Speeches” (1999), “İsmet Sezgin Opinions and Comments 
I-II-III-IV” (2000), and “Life Was a Single Long Breath” (2005, 
a poetry book). İsmet Sezgin is married and a father of two 
children.

İsmet Abdullah SEZGİN

October 18, 1995 - December 24, 1995
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the same year he became an associate professor at the 
Ankara University. He worked for the foundation of Faculty 
of Medicine in Antalya and became the chief of Department 
of Urology and a member of the School’s Adminisrative 
Board.  From 1982 to1983, he served as the founding chief 
of the SSK Tavşanlı Hospital. He also became the chief of 
the urology clinic at the SSK İzmir Buca Hospital.

In the 1983 general elections, he was elected as an MP for 
Kütahya from the Motherland Party (ANAP). In this period, 
he became respectively the Minister of Labor, Minister 
of Labor and Social Security and later on the Minister of 
Health. In the 1987 general elections, he was elected as 
an MP for the same city and served as the Interior Minister. 
Following this duty, he served as a member of the Turkey-
EU Joint Parliamentary Committee and the member of the 
Delegation of Turkey to the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
European Council (PACE). He also served as a member 
and deputy chairperson of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs and the Vice Speaker of the GNAT. He became the 
Minister of Interior and later on the Minister of Forestry in the 
government established after the 1991 general elections. 
Mustafa Kalemli also served as the Group Deputy Chairman 
of ANAP. From 1994 to1996 he became the Vice Speaker 
of the GNAT again. In the 1996 general elections, he was 
elected an MP for Kütahya and from January 25, 1996 to 
September 30, 1997 he served as the Speaker of the GNAT.

Mustafa Kalemli speaks English and he is a founding 
member of the International Foundation of Urology and 
the International Kidney Transplant Foundation. He has 
eleven books in total which includes “General and Practical 
Urology” and twenty five published scientific works. Kalemli 
is married and a father of two children.

Born in the town of Tavşanlı near Kütahya in 1943. He 
completed his primary and secondary education in Tavşanlı 
and high school in Eskişehir. In 1967 hegraduated from 
Faculty of Medicine of Ankara University and served as a 
medical doctor in the SSK Tunçbilek Hospital until 1968. In 
1968 he started his assistantship at the Urology Department 
of the Faculty of Medicine of Ankara University and in 1972 
he became an urologist. The same year he did his military 
service at the Ankara Mevki Hospital as the chief of the 
urology clinic. After his military service, he went back to his 
post at the university. From 1976 to1978 he participated 
in the foundation of the Ankara Emergency and Traffic 
Hospital of the Ministry of Health and Social Services 
and served as the assistant chief of the hospital. Then he 
went back to his assistantship at the Urology Department 
of the Faculty of Medicine of Ankara University. In 1978, 
he undertook special studies at the Hamburg University 
Eppendorf Hospital on andrology and kidney transplant. In 

Mustafa KALEMLİ

January 25, 1996 - September 30, 1997
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He was born in Lice in 1937. He completed his secondary 
and high school education in Ankara. He graduated from the 
Faculty of Political Science of Ankara University. He worked 
at the State Planning Organization. He did his masters at 
Williams College in United States and he conducted research 
on “Planning Models” at Stanford University. He worked at 
the State Planning Organization as an Assistant Expert, 
Expert, and then as Director of the Economic Planning Unit. 
He lectured at Middle East Technical University (METU) as 
an adjunct faculty member.

He was elected as an MP for İstanbul from Republican 
People’s Party (CHP) in the 1977 general election. In this 
period he became a Minister of State, and Deputy Prime 
Minister. After 1980, he worked as an advisor for the 
preparation of the Yemen Development Plan. 

In the 1987 general elections, he entered the GNAT as an 
MP for Diyarbakır from the Social Democratic Populist Party 
(SHP). He served as the Party Group Deputy Chairman and 
Secretary General. In this period he served as a member of 
the Delegation of Turkey to the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the European Council (PACE). In the 1991 general elections, 
he entered the Assembly as an MP for Gaziantep from the 
same party. In this period he served as the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Minister of State and Deputy Prime Minister.

After the merger of SHP and CHP, he became the Chairman 
of the newly founded CHP until he resigned from this duty 
in 1995.

In the 1995 general elections, he entered the Assembly as 
an MP for Gaziantep from CHP.  From October 16, 1997 to 
April 18, 1999, he served as the Speaker of the GNAT.

In January 2004, he became the Senior Civil Representative 
of NATO in Afghanistan. He completed this mission in 
August 2006.

Hikmet Çetin speaks English. He is married and a father of 
three children.

Hikmet ÇETİN

October 16, 1997 - April 18, 1999
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He was born in the town of Doğanhisar near Konya in 
1940. After his graduation from the faculty of Law of Ankara 
University, he finished his masters in the same faculty on the 
topic of civil law. 

Ömer İzgi served as a chief expert within the Prime Ministry 
and as a self-employed lawyer. Then he went into politics. 
One of the founders of the Conservative Party, İzgi served 
as the Deputy Secretary General of the Nationalist Working 
Party (MÇP), provincial chairman of the Nationalist Movement 
Party (MHP) in Ankara and the Deputy Chairman of the MHP. 
In the April 18, 1999 general elections, Ömer İzgi entered 
the Assembly as an MP for Konya from MHP. He served as 
the Deputy Chairman of the MHP political party group and 
served as the Speaker of the GNAT from October 18, 2000 to 
November 3, 2002.

Ömer İzgi has made publications such as “The Law of 
Obligation Cases (Descriptions, Jurisprudence, and Cases)”, 
“Electoral Laws (The 1982 Constitution – The Law on Political 
Parties, Law on MP Elections, Law on Local Authorities, and 
Law on the Basic Provisions of Elections and on the Electoral 
Registers no.298)”, “Compensation Cases (Descriptions, 
Jurisprudence, and Cases)” and “An Interpretation of the 
Constitution of the Turkish Republic (2 volumes)”. He is 
married and a father of four children.

Ömer İZGİ

October 18, 2000 - November 3, 2002
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He was born in Demirtaş district of Bursa in 1948. He 
graduated from the Faculty of Law of Ankara University in 
1970. Due to his scholarship from the Ministry of Interior, he 
worked at the Governorship of Manisa for a while. He did 
his military service and law internship, then became a self-
employed lawyer in Manisa. His political career started in the 
National Order Party (MNP). From 1976 to1980, he served 
as the provincial chairman of the National Salvation Party 
(MSP). In 1985 he was elected as a member of the Central 
Decision-Making and Administrative Committee (MKYK) of 
Welfare Party (RP). In the March 27, 1994 local elections, 
he was the RP candidate for the Manisa Mayorship. In the 
meantime he was invited to participate in conferences and 
panels in various places in and outside the country and 
gave speeches on radio and TV.

In the 1995 general elections, he became an MP for Manisa 
from the RP. In this period he served as the member of the 
Committee on Justice at the GNAT and the Turkey-EU Joint 
Parliamentary Committee.

After the closure of the RP, he joined the Felicity Party (FP) 
and in the 1999 general elections, he became an MP from 
the same city. In this period, he became Deputy Head of the 
political party group of FP. In the same legislative year, he 
served as a member of the Committee on Constitution and 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. Following the closure of 
the FP by the Constitutional Court, he became a founding 
member of the Justice and Development Party (AK Party) 
and appointed as the Head of the political party group of 
AK Party. After the 2002 general elections, he served as 
the Speaker of the GNAT for two terms, from November 19, 
2002 to October 1, 2004 and from October 7, 2004 to July 
22, 2007.

In the 2007 general elections, Bülent Arınç was elected 
again as an MP for Manisa from AK Party and he presided 
over the Delegation of Turkey to the Black Sea Economic 
Cooperation Parliamentary Assembly (KEİPA). In the 2011 
elections, he was elected as an MP for Bursa. Bülent Arınç 
is currently serving as the Deputy Prime Minister. He speaks 
English. He is married and a father of two children.

Bülent ARINÇ

November 19, 2002 - October 1, 2004 
October 7, 2004 - July 22, 2007

SPEAKERS OF THE GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY



EGEMENLİK KAYITSIZ ŞARTSIZ MİLLETİNDİR

83

Born in Rize in 1943. He completed elementary, secondary 
and high schools in Zonguldak. In 1966 he graduated from 
the Faculty of Law of İstanbul University. 

While studying, he became interested in politics. From 1963 
to 1966, he served as the Chairman and member of the 
Board of Directors in the İstanbul Youth Branches of the 
Justice Party.

He worked as a self-employed lawyer and a member of 
the City Council in Zonguldak. In this period, he was the 
founding member and the chairman of various associations.

He did his military service as a military judge in Sarikamış.

He served in the Assembly for eight terms, as an MP for 
Zonguldak at 16th (V), 17th, 18th, 22th, 23th and the 24th 

parliamentary terms and as an MP for Bartın at the 19th and 
20th parliamentary terms. In 1977, which is the year he was 
first elected as an MP, he presided over the Justice Party’s 
High Court of Honor. He served as a member of the GNAT 
Committees on Justice and Public Economic Enterprises.

After the September 12, 1980 military intervention, he 
continued as a self-employed lawyer.

He served as the Minister of Education in the 49th Government 
and as the Minister of Culture in the 51st government. In 
1987, he served as the Deputy Head of the True Path Party’s 
(DYP) political party group at the GNAT and later on as a 
member of the General Administration Council of the same 
party for two terms. In the 22nd parliamentary term, he 
presided over the Committee on Justice. He became the 
Speaker of the GNAT on August 9, 2007.

He wrote a bibliography called “The Revenue Institution in 
Turkish Law” and a research study called “The Taxation of 
Agricultural Profits”.

He is a founding and administrative Member of the 
Turkish Cardiac Diseases and Heart and Lung Transplant 
Society, Member of the Turkish Third Sector Foundation, 
the Topaloglu Foundation, a founding member of the 
Turkish-Japanese Foundation and founding member and 
the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the My Turkey 
Foundation. 

Toptan is married and a father of three children.

Köksal TOPTAN

August 9, 2007 - August 9, 2009
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Born in Karabük on September 16, 1950. 

He graduated from the Faculty of Law of İstanbul University 
in 1979. For a while he worked as a self-employed lawyer. He 
served as the Mayor of İstanbul’s Fatih district. He became 
a founding member of the Justice and Development Party 
(AK Party). He entered the GNAT as an MP for İstanbul in 
the general elections held in 1995 (20th Term), in 1999 (21st 
Term), in 2002 (22nd Term) and as an MP for Antalya in 2007 
(23rd Term). He served as the Justice and Development 
Party’s Deputy Group Chairman.

In the 2011 (24th Term) general elections, he was reelected 
as an MP for Karabük. In the 58th and 59th governments, 
he served as the Minister of State and the Deputy Prime 
Minister. In the 60th Government, he became the Minister 
of Justice.

In the August 5, 2009 election, he was elected as the 24th 
Speaker of the GNAT.

Mehmet Ali Şahin is married and a father of four children.

Mehmet Ali ŞAHİN

August 9, 2009 - June 28, 2011
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Born in 1946 in Yozgat. He graduated from the Faculty of Law 
of İstanbul University in 1971. After working as a self-employed 
lawyer for ten years, he became the Mayor of Yozgat. Later on he 
entered the GNAT as an MP for Yozgat (18th Term) and an MP 
for Ankara (20th, 21st, 22nd, 23rd and 24th terms).

In addition to his duties in the various GNAT committees, he 
also served as the members of Reconciliation Committee, 
Committee on the Constitution and Turkey’s delegation to the 
Parliamentarian Assembly of the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCEPA).

He served as Minister of the State and for a short time as a 
Minister of Health in the governments established by the late 
Turgut Özal (1983-1989). Furthermore, he carried out duties 
as Minister of the State in the Yıldırım Akbulut (1989-1991) and 
Mesut Yılmaz (1996) governments. After joining the Justice 
and Development Party, he served as the Minister of Justice 
in the governments formed by Abdullah Gül (2002-2003) and 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan (2003-2007). In the July 22, 2007 general 
elections, he re-entered the GNAT as an MP for Ankara.

He served as the Minister of State, Deputy Prime Minister, 
and the Government Spokesperson in the 60th government 
established by Recep Tayyip Erdoğan (2007-2011). In the July 
4, 2011 elections, Cemil Çiçek became the 25th Speaker of the 
GNAT. Cemil Çiçek, Speaker of the GNAT, speaks English and 
intermediate French. He is married and a father of three children.

Cemil ÇİÇEK

July 4, 2011 -
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PARLIAMENTARY BUILDINGS

PARLIAMENTARY 
BUILDINGS

The construction of the building located in Ulus, where the 
National Assembly held its first meeting, was begun in 1915 by 
Architect Hasip Bey. After Atatürk’s arrival in Ankara on December 
27, 1919, it was decided that the construction would be used 
as the Assembly building. The responsibility for changing the 
building into a convenient place for parliamentary meetings was 
given to Necati Bey, 1st term Deputy for Bursa.

The First Building of the Assembly
The first parliamentary building is a stone building consisting of nine rooms 
of different sizes on a foundation of 22x43 metres. Arches, eaves and two 
balconies bring richness and depth to the façade.

This inpractical and small building where decisions on the establishment of 
the state and all military and political decisions of the War of Independence 
were taken and the Republic was announced. It was used until 18 October 
1924.

This historical building was handed over from the Ministry of Culture to the 
Grand National Assembly of Turkey (GNAT) and it is still used as the “Museum 
of the War of Independence”.

A snapshot from a ceremony in front of the first Assembly

The Back Façade of the First Building of the Assembly
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The Second Building of 
the Assembly

The Front Façade of the Second Building of the Assembly

The construction of the second building of the Assembly 
was started in 1923 by architect Vedat (Tek) Bey (1873-
1942). The construction was completed in a short time 
and the opening ceremony was carried out on October 18, 
1924. The second building is in the same district as the first 
building and the two buildings are 100 meters away from 
each other.

The interior of the building, which consists of two floors and 
a basement, is focussed around the General Assembly 
Meeting Room. Ceilings on the upper floor are adorned 
with Ottoman ornaments. In the large meeting room, there 
are audience lodges and wooden panels adorned with star 
shaped patterns. There are portals, arches, eaves and tiles 
on the façades.

The second building of the Assembly was used for 36 years 
and witnessed many important developments in Turkish 
political history. This building is used as the “Republic 
Museum” today.

PARLIAMENTARY BUILDINGS
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The architect of the present building of the Assembly is 
Austrian architect Prof. Clemens Holzmeister (1886-1993) 
who is also the architect of many public buildings in Ankara 
and who won the project competition in 1938.

With a law enacted on 11 January 1937, GNAT decided that 
a project competition be implemented for the construction 
of a new parliamentary building with monumental features 
representing the existence of the Republic of Turkey and 
complying with the architectural characteristics of the 20th 
century.

The project competition, in which 14 projects were 
submitted, was finalised on January 28, 1938 and the 
project of Clemens Holzmeister, which was also liked by 
Atatürk, was chosen to be implemented. The construction 
was started on October 26, 1939 by the Speaker Abdulhalik 
Renda. Because of financial problems and 2nd World War, 
the construction was paused and subsequently re-started in 
1957 and the building was completed and officially opened 
on January 6, 1961.

The construction was accelarated after 1957 and opened 
on 6th of January in 1961. The Grand National Assembly 
of Turkey is located on a 475.521 square meters plot of 
land and the settlement area of the main building is 19.372 
square meters. With regard to the functional internal area, in 
total it is 56.775 square meters. The facade of the five-storey 
building measures 248 square meters. The Parliamentary 
building has characteristics and a general structure that 
symbolize the power and eternity of the Turkish Republic 
and designed with qualities reflecting its gravity, solidity and 
strength.

The Present Building of 
the Assembly

A monumental, balanced and three-dimensional setting is 
used in all spaces. Right in the centre of the structure and in 
the highest point of the land, one can see the main building, 
with its huge meeting halls, its portico and its entrance 
staircases. 

In the front façade one can see the wings in two parallel 
lines and the bridges that connect those wings. Entrance 
to the Assembly campus is via two main gates on Atatürk 
Bulvari and Dikmen Street.

The President of the Assembly, Mr. Renda laying the mortar for the foundation (1939)
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The Main Building and 
the Plenary Hall

In the centre of the main building is the Honorary Entrance. 
Under the bridge, there are entrance gates named gates 
number one and two. Entrances number three and four are 
located in the back of the building.

One can pass from the Honorary Entrance into the Honorary 
Hall through five huge bronze gates. From here one can go 
to the Marble Hall and galleries with columns where there are 
two indoor gardens. There are 27 gates opening up to the 
Plenary Hall. The Plenary Hall is in the middle, surrounding 
the galleries where there are the lobbies of the deputies.

The most important alteration recently in the building of the 
Grand National Assembly is the renovation of the Plenary 
Hall. To this end, a project competition was launched on the 
decision of the Bureau in 1995. The new meeting hall of the 
Grand National Assembly of Turkey was opened on October 
1, 1998.

Among 1511 total seats in the Plenary, 578 are allocated to 
the deputies and 933 are in the balconies for the guests.  To 
the left of the Speaker’s Rostrum are the balconies allocated 
to the President of the Republic of Turkey and military and 
civilian bureaucrats. To the right of the Speaker’s Rostrum are 
the balconies allocated to the representatives of diplomatic 
missions in Turkey.  Just across the Rostrum of the Speaker 
are the balconies allocated to members of the press, former 
members of the Assembly and their families and also the 
public.

The Former Plenary Hall 
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The Current Plenary Hall 
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Public Relations 
Building

Due to the increasing number of visitors of the GNAT and 
therefore the increasing needs of deputies, a new public 
relations building was planned. Therefore, an independent 
national competition was organised in 2006 within the scope 
of the "Regulation on Architecture, Landscape Architecture, 
Engineering, Urban Design Projects, City and Regional 
Planning and Fine Art Works Competitions”.

At the end of the competition, in which there were 41 
participants, the project mutually prepared by Cem Açikkol 
Mimarlık and Atölye Beş Mimarlık won the competition.

The construction of the building, which began on 6 May 
2011, was finished in 2013.

The new building, which has 472 study rooms, was designed 
using modern architectural values. In the Public Relations 
Building that was designed to meet the working needs of 
the Assembly, there is a meeting room for 500 persons; 
nine committee meeting rooms and 26 committee chairman 
and administrative personnel rooms, four panel rooms, 11 
small meeting rooms each of which is 50 square meters, 
one press room, two dining halls, doctor and examination 
rooms, archive rooms, a prayer room and a commercial 
area. In the building there will be an open car park and a 
closed car park for 568 vehicles. The total cross-section of 
the building is 13.096 square meters and its enclosed area 
is 98.121 square meters.

Other properties of the public relations building are a 
subway to the Plenary Room; electronic control system in 
entrance to and exit from the building, rooms and other 
venues, automation for needs such as heating, cooling 
and illumination systems, services such as TV, telephone, 
internet and electronically controlled car park system and 
high level building and system security.

PARLIAMENTARY BUILDINGS
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Public Relations Building
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GNAT LIBRARY

GNAT 
Library

Overview

The Library of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey 
is the service unit that provides the documents and 
resources deputies may need in performing their legislative, 
supervisory and representative duties. The library provides 
secure, accurate and objective information services for 
deputies in accordance with their legislative duties. The 
scope of these services can be summarised as follows:

a- General Document and Archive Services

 Includes work providing services such as collection, 
organisation and preparation for easy access to the 
legislation and supervisory documents of the Grand 
National Assembly of Turkey and the creation and 
management of the institutional document archive.

b- Library Services

 Providing, organising and serving printed and non-printed 
information sources including books, newspapers, 
magazines, legislation, regulations, etc.

c- Documentation Services

 To make content analysis of GNAT Minutes Magazine, 
national newspapers and selected magazines, and 
provide them in electronic environment as full text.

d- Information Services

 To prepare, update and provide databases.

History of the Library

The first efforts to establish a library in the Ottoman 
Assembly consisting of the Meclis-i Ayan and the Meclis-i 
Mebusan started in 1916 with the arrangement of the 
Internal Regulations of the Meclis-i Mebusan. The most 
important step in this was the establishment of the library 

as a service unit affiliated to a special committee in the 
administrative organisation. In the first term of the Grand 
National Assembly of Turkey, which was opened on 23 April 
1920, the Assembly Library was officially established.

The leader of this initiative, Aydın Deputy Dr. Mazhar Bey 
(Mazhar Germen) gave a proposal to allocate a budget for 
the establishment of the library on September 28, 1920. 
A “Library Commission” of five persons was established 
and the GNAT Library commenced its activities. The library 
and general document archive services were merged and 
reached their current structure under Law, No. 6253 on 
Administrative Organization of the Grand National Assembly 
of Turkey.

Library Building

The library, which is on the east side of the GNAT main 
building, with a usable area of approximately 2.550 square 
meters, acquired its current service area on December 20, 
1960.

Location

There are magazines and daily newspapers in the two 
rooms that are allocated for the use of deputies on each 
side of the corridor at the entrance of the library.

At the end of the corridor, there is a large reading room. 
In this room, which is the centre of the library, there are 
reference sources such as encyclopaedias, dictionaries, 
almanacs, booklets, etc. and legislation, Official Gazettes 
and GNAT General Assembly Minutes.

The Digital Services Department is another department 
where users can make information and document requests. 
In this service unit, which is the workshop of the E-Library, in 
addition to the transfer of printed sources into the electronic 
environment, microfilms of Turkish newspapers and 
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magazines written in Ottoman languages are presented for 
the use of researchers.

In addition to these venues for users, there are technical 
offices and a four storey warehouse with a shelf-length of 
twelve thousand meters under the large reading room.

Branch Library

The branch library is located behind the public relations 
buildings in the garden of GNAT Mosque and provides 
services so that especially advisors to the deputies can 
benefit from the local and national press. In this section 
there are up-to-date newspapers and weekly magazines as 
well as reference works that can provide responses to basic 
questions.

Library Collection

The core of the library collection is composed of five 
thousand volumes of books, newspapers, magazines and 
minutes transferred from the libraries of the Meclis-i Ayan 
and the Meclis-i Mebusan.

This collection, to which 6-7 thousand books are added 
every year, consists of resources mainly on politics, 
public administration, law, economy, local administration, 
international relations and similar subjects.

In addition to 280 thousand books in the collection, there 
are 57 thousand volumes of periodicals and 5800 rolls of 
microfilms; and 36 daily newspapers and approximately 
350 magazines are provided.

Microfilm procedures carried out for protection and 
preparation of rare works for service were stopped in 2005 
and replaced by digital technology.

All the General Assembly minutes, laws and resolutions 
since the 1908 Meclis-i Ayan and Meclis-i Mebusan periods 
have been transferred to a digital environment, indexed and 
opened for the access of local and foreign researchers in 
the web environment.

GNAT LIBRARY
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Documentation Services

Within the scope of the documentation services provided 
in the Library, content analyses are made on GNAT 
General Assembly minutes, daily newspapers and selected 
magazines and they are transferred to the database as full 
text.

Documentation requests regarding newspapers including 
five newspapers between 1991 and 1997 and 34 national 
newspapers since 1997, are made in printed and electronic 

format from the database. The database can be accessed 
via the intranet in addition to the library.

Documentation requests for periodicals are presented 
in either printed or electronic format from the periodical 
documentation database including a significant portion of 
the periodical collection. 

Documentation requests for General Assembly Minutes 
are presented in either printed or electronic format from 
the minutes database, which covers the 17th parliamentary 
term (starting 1983) and onwards.

GNAT LIBRARY
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MATERIALS AND SYMBOLS USED IN THE GNAT

Structure and General 
Characteristics of the 

Assembly Premises

The architectural characteristics and general structure of 
the building of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey is 
designed in a sober, solid and durable way to reflect the 
power and immortality of the Republic of Turkey. In the 
middle of the group of monumental buildings which are 
designed to be balanced and three dimensional, there is 
the main building on the highest point of the land.

The Ministries' Premises -the State District- starting with 
the Güven Monument, ends with the building of the Grand 
National Assembly of Turkey, representing the nation, at 
the highest point. The symbolic meaning of this is very 
important and it overlaps with the saying “Sovereignty 
rests unconditionally with the nation”, which is written at 
the Plenary Hall. The section which looks like an isosceles 
triangle when viewed from above, also looks like a forest 
in the middle of Ankara. This ensures that it is a source of 
oxygen in the middle of the city as part of the urban plan.

The bird’s eye view of the main building also shows it to be 
a structure that embraces the people. The Grand National 
Assembly of Turkey opens its arms for the whole nation in a 
symbolic way.
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Turkish 
Flag

The Turkish flag symbolises the Turkish nation and                                    
sovereignty. This flag shall continue to wave forever with the 
Republic of Turkey.

The flag in front of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey shall 
never be lowered (Article 24 of the Turkish Flag Regulation).

MATERIALS AND SYMBOLS USED IN THE GNAT
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The Door of 
Honour

There are five entrance doors in the main assembly building. Prof. 
Dr. Holzmeister designed the column of the door in the middle and 
used star and crescent patterns on the upper right and left corners. 
The interlocked straw patterns used in the right and left on the top 
and bottom symbolizes the indivisible integrity of the Turkish state.

This bronze door, which differs from the others by its columns, is the 
entrance door of the Assembly for the Speaker and the President. 
The other doors on each side can be used by deputies and state 
protocol.

MATERIALS AND SYMBOLS USED IN THE GNAT
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Water 
Drop Door 

(Damlalı 
Kapı)

Prof. Dr. Holzmeister used different architectural styles and adornment 
patterns in his own project for the Parliamentary Building. One of these 
is the bronze door used only by the Speaker and the President, namely 
“Damlalı Kapı” (Water Drop Door) or “Salkım Kapı” (Grapevine Door). 
The water drop motifs designed by Prof. Dr. Holzmeister are also used 
in “Çeşmi Bülbül" and “Zulfu Aruz” vases made of glass and porcelain 
in Turkish art.

MATERIALS AND SYMBOLS USED IN THE GNAT
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Water Drop Door (Damlalı Kapı)
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Chandeliers

On the ceiling of the Plenary Hall, there are 16 large 
chandeliers made of Bohemian Crystal, designed by Prof. 
Dr. Holzmeister. 
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The Plenary Hall
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All the chandeliers used in the GNAT were specially designed 
in the office of Prof. Dr. Holzmeister and made of Bohemian 
crystal in Czechoslovakia.
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The GNAT Speaker’s Entrance Hall
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On the ceiling of the Ceremony Hall, there is the Foam 
Chandelier (“Köpük Avize”) designed by Prof. Dr. 
Holzmeister and considered one of his most magnificent 
works. This chandelier, made of Bohemian crystal in 
Czechoslovakia, is a rare work consisting of approximately 
seven thousand crystal balls and is one of the biggest 
chandeliers in our country.

The GNAT Ceremony Hall

The Foam Chandelier in the GNAT Ceremony Hall
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Marbles and Figures

In the Grand National Assembly of Turkey, marble brought 
from all over Turkey, especially around Ankara, have been 
used. Pieces left from the used marble were used in the 
patterns made especially on the floors.

Spike patterns are used in many places in the Assembly. 
These patterns highlight the effective activity of Turkey at 
agriculture. The stylized lion figures are symbol of power 
used in Anatolia since Hittite times and symbolize the 
power of the Republic.

The view from "The Hall of Honour" situated in the main entrance of the GNAT

GNAT 's  Hall of Honour
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The Monument of 
Atatürk

The GNAT Foundation organized a competition on 
November 5, 1978 for the best design of a statue of Atatürk 
to be opened in 1981, Atatürk's 100th birthday. At the end 
of the competition, the bronze Atatürk monument made by 
Huseyin and İmran Gezer, now mounted on a high base in 
the GNAT ceremony area, was selected as the best statue 
on July 4, 1979.

The "Atatürk Monument" opened on 19 May 1981, 
symbolizes Atatürk’s saying "Bağımsızlık ve özgürlük 
benim karakterimdir" (Freedom and independence form my 
character) and consists of three figures.

The Atatürk figure represents Atatürk’s proactive character; 
the male figure with a flag in his hand symbolizes 
independence and the girl holding a torch represents 
freedom.
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The National Anthem Monument

The National Anthem Monument in the garden of the 
Assembly was opened on 23 April 2007.

The front of the monument symbolises the War of 
Independence and the National Anthem. The rendering of 
“the final hearth” is highlighted. This line refers to the Turkish 
People’s taking up arms with the Kuvay-i Milliye movement 
and starting the war under the leadership of Mustafa Kemal 
Atatürk; establishing their own army and beating the enemy. 
The line “Independence is the right of my people, who 
worship God” describes the Turkish people announcing 
their sovereignty under the Turkish flag.

The first two stanzas of the National Anthem and the logo of 
the GNAT are at the center of the monument. The figure of 
hands holds the saying “Sovereignty rests unconditionally 

with the nation”. On the west side of the monument, there 
is a figure of two youngsters holding a flag, symbolizing the 
youth who have achieved their freedom and independence 
and their attachment to their nation and flag.

On the monument, there is also a depiction of the election 
of the deputies working for the continuance of national 
sovereignty through representing the free choices of the 
families constituting the core of the Turkish nation. The 
monument ends with a figure depicting the author of the 
National Anthem, Mehmet Akif Ersoy, looking at his work 
and sharing the happiness of the Turkish nation.

The monument, 17 metres long and 2.2 metres wide, is the 
work of sculptor Prof. Dr. Ferit Özşen, a professor in Mimar 
Sinan Fine Arts University.

MATERIALS AND SYMBOLS USED IN THE GNAT



EGEMENLİK KAYITSIZ ŞARTSIZ MİLLETİNDİR

118

Holzmeister 
Monument

It was resolved that a monument be built in the GNAT garden 
in memory of Architect Prof. Dr. Clemens Holzmeister, who 
contributed to the appearance of Ankara and who is also 
the architect of the main building of the Assembly. This 
monument is located in the garden with the pool.

The monument was opened on 24 November 2011 with 
a ceremony in which the Austrian-Turkish Friendship 
Delegation participated.

The monument was designed according to the triangle plan 
of Clemens Holzmeister, showing the “Ministries District” 
which was taken as a basis for the construction of the 
Assembly building. On the front side, there is a relief of 
Holzmeister and a short resume and on the back side, there 
is chronological information about the architectural works 
he designed in Ankara.

The monument is built with the “Toros Siyahı” and “Bej 
Traverten” stones used in the main building, processed 
using special techniques.

The width of the monument is 200 cm. including the platform 
and its height is 180 cm.
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Landscaped 
Gardens

While the premises of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey 
were being built, compliance with the general architectural 
characteristics of the building were taken into consideration 
in the design of its parks and gardens. With the idea that 
the value of a building would be strengthened by the theme 
it reflects, a competition for a “Parliamentary Park” was 
organised. This competition was the first Turkish competition 
organised for landscape architecture.

As the winning project was implemented, the main building 
and its surroundings were designed according to the 
professional discipline of landscape architecture and has 
been preserved in this way. The design of the landscape of 
the GNAT differs from a city park, with its design representing 
the duties of the Assembly and its architectural structure.

With both their design and variety of plants, the GNAT 
gardens include many types of species not grown in Ankara.

The gardens are bountifully laid out, including more than 200 
plant species. In addition, the Milli Egemenlik Parkı (National 
Sovereignty Park) outside the Assembly towards Atatürk 
Boulevard, on a land of fifteen thousand square meters, has 
plant species received as gifts from various countries, and 
is located outside the Assembly, representing the outward 
orientedness of the Assembly. The project architecture of all 
these areas was designed by Prof. Dr. Yüksel Öztan.

In order to ensure the maintenance and continuity of the 
green areas of the GNAT, 230 species of plants are grown in 
the greenhouses of the Assembly.

National Sovereignty Park
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Front garden of the Assembly – plant pattern made from a mosaic of seasonal flowers

View from the clover-shaped pool in the main building garden: 
Patterned with Silene (Silena Pendula) and Pansies (Viola 
Tricolor).
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Prunus Cerasifera Pissardi Nigra and Picea Pungens Glauca trees in 
the back garden

Plant boxes-Varieties of Hedera, seasonal flowers, Dahlia and Alyssium.
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Species of Malus, famous for its pink flowers in April

Prunus Cerasifera Pissardi Nigra trees (pink blossoms in April.)

Aesculus Hippocastunum and Populus Chinensis trees in 
the back garden.
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Speakers Park

GNAT Speakers Park are the Turkish Flag which represents 
the establishment and existence of the Republic of Turkey 
and the monumental and perennial plane tree (Platanus 
orientalis) which was planted to express the continuity of 
the Republic of Turkey.

In memory of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, the first Speaker and 
the founder of the Republic of Turkey, a blue spruce tree 
(Picea pungens hopsu), and in memory of other Speakers 
who have served until now, cedarwood trees (Cedrus 
Libanu) which are indigenous to our country, have been 
planted.

The three granite cubes in the fountain pool located in 
the recreation area in the centre of the park symbolize the 
three indispensable elements of democracy; namely, the 
legislative, executive and judiciary. The water surging up 
in between symbolizes the separation of powers and the 
water spurting into the sky from the fountain in-between the 
cubes, symbolises our independence.

The axis passing through the star in the Turkish flag and 
continuing beyond symbolises that the Republic of Turkey 
and its state, country and nation will live forever.

85 ball box trees around the pool (Buxus sem-pervirens 
nana) were placed in order to express that the park was 
opened on the 85th anniversary of the GNAT.

Sprinkling Pool
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The Blue spruce tree, which is rare, was planted in 
memory of the first Speaker, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk. 
Cedarwood trees, which are one of the symbols of our 
country, were planted for other speakers
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The GNAT Mosque

The GNAT Mosque, designed by Behruz and Can 
Çinici, comprises an enclosed area of 750 square 
meters and an open area of 2.500 square meters. 
Yet it is consciously humble so as to avoid the 
monumentality of the GNAT premises and assertive 
so as to differ from traditional mosque designs by 
its radical applications.

The mosque began to be built after the project was 
prepared in 1978 with the approval of the architect 
of the main building Prof. Dr. Holzmeister. It was 
opened for prayers on December 14, 1987 with 
provisional approval. The mosque design is radically 
different from traditional mosque architecture, with 
a very different shape, a glass kiblah wall, and a 
structure without a dome and minaret. Behruz Çinici 
stated that the venue was inspired by the home of 
the Prophet Muhammed and the symbolic minaret 
consisting of two interlocked square lecterns 
was inspired by the slope from which Bilal al-
Habashi called for prayer in the time of the Prophet 
Muhammed.

The mosque project was very successful, being 
awarded the “International Aga Han Architecture 
Prize” in 1995, which has been organised every 
three years since 1977 and gives awards to projects 
meeting the needs and purposes of Muslim 
countries.

The glass mihrab of the mosque

The GNAT Mosque View from the interior of the mosqueMosque square
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Palaces, Pavilions and 
Mansions Affiliated with 

the GNAT
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PALACES, PAVILIONS AND MANSIONS AFFILIATED WITH THE GNAT

Our palaces, pavilions and mansions,  constructed as the 
administration centres of the empire and the living area of 
the dynasty, and reflecting changes towards westernisation 
in the 19th century, are a part of the historical structure of 
İstanbul as palace museums. National Palaces, which in 
museum studies literature are noted to be among the first 
palace museums, are open for visitors in their original state 
as they were used in Ottoman times. They are the structures 
of the -sultanate representing the way they lived at that time.

After the Republic was announced, the Law, No. 431 was 
enacted on March 3, 1924 and the caliphate was abolished 
and the places of residence, properties and belongings of the 
dynasty were transferred to the people as per Articles 8, 9, 
10 and 11 of this law. The administration of the Dolmabahçe 
and Beylerbeyi Palaces was assigned to the Department 
of National Palaces which was founded  by a decree of the 
Council of  Ministers dated January 18, 1925. In the same 
year, Yıldız Şale, Aynalıkavak and Küçüksu Pavilions were 
affiliated to this Department; Yalova Atatürk Mansions in 
1930, Ihlamur Pavilions in 1966 and Maslak Pavilionsin 1981. 
In 1988 Florya Atatürk Marina Mansion, in 1991 Filizi Mansion, 
in 1995 Yıldız Tile and Hereke Silk Factories and finally in 1999 
Beykoz Pavilion were affiliated to the National Palaces, which 
was transformed into a Department by the Law, No. 2919 on 
the Organization of the General Secretariat of the GNAT.

Following a resolution passed in 1984, all these palaces, 
mansions and pavilions were opened as museum-palace. 
Expert architects and restorators have undertaken restoration 
programmes in order to hand the palaces, mansions and 
pavilions affiliated to the department, on to future generations 
in the best way.

All types of movables including furnishings used in these 
buildings in Ottoman times, which constitute a significant 

National Palaces

portion of our cultural heritage, are defined as the National 
Palaces Collection. These items, which are defined as works 
of art, are reviewed and evaluated by experts assigned in 
different collection units established according to the item 
type. In addition, there are chandelier and metal restoration, 
stucco, textile and painting restoration, clock and furniture 
restoration, furnishing, bookbinding, paper, glass, porcelain, 
pencilwork and gold leafing workshops where these works 
are conserved and restored within National Palaces.

In Dolmabahçe Palace, where visitors can  no longer take 
photos or videos in the interior, visits have been arranged 
by appointment since June 1, 2009. This is aimed to ensure 
the protection of historical places and materials according 
to museology rules and increase the services provided for 
visitors.

Careful landscaping is carried out in the gardens of the 
palaces, pavilions and mansions affiliated to the National 
Palaces and visitors are provided with visit and recreation 
services in cafes and souvenir shops in the gardens. In 
addition, scientific articles, books and catalogues, visitor 
brochures and periodicals are written by the researchers 
assigned in the institution and cultural activities such as 
exhibitions, symposia and conferences are organised to 
introduce works in the collection. Among these, the National 
Palaces Periodical published twice a year has reached, now, 
on its 12 th issue.

The National Palaces Expert Library, which is composed of 
books largely on art, history and architecture, serves for the 
researchers both within and outside the institution. 
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Dolmabahçe
Palace

The area where Dolmabahçe Palace is located now was a bay 
which was seen as part of Beşiktaş district from the conquest 
of Istanbul until the 17th century. It was where the ships of 
the Admirals anchored and the navy marched before setting 
sail every year. The area formed by reclaiming land out of the 
bay from 17th century became known as Dolmabahçe (filled-
in garden) and became one of the favourite gardens of the 
Sultan along the Bosphorus.

Dolmabahçe Palace, from the sea
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Dolmabahçe Palace, Muayede Hall (Ceremonial Hall)
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By the 19th century, wooden mansions and pavilions had 
been built in this garden and as it started to look like a palace, 
it gained the name Beşiktaş Sahil Sarayı (Beşiktaş Coastal 
Palace). In the reign of Sultan Abdülmecid (1839-1861) 
this coastal palace was demolished as it was considered 
impractical and construction began on Dolmabahçe Palace 
in 1843.

Dolmabahçe Palace, whose construction was finished in 1856 
together with the surrounding walls, was built on an area 
exceeding 110,000 square meters and consists of sixteen 
different sections in addition to the main structure. These are 
buildings constructed for specific functions, from stables to 
mills, from pharmacies to kitchens, foundries and dessert 
kitchens. The Clock Tower and Kemaleddin and Reşad Efendi 
Mansions in the Veliahd Garden were added to these buildings 
in the reign of Sultan Abdülhamid II (1876-1909).

The palace mainly consists of three parts, named as the 
Mabeyn-i Hümâyûn (State Apartments), Muayede Salonu 
(Ceremonial Hall) and the Harem-i Hümâyûn (Imperial Harem). 
The Mabeyn-i Hümâyûn was used for administrative affairs of 
state, the Imperial Harem was used as the private lives of the 
sultan and his family and the Muayede Salon, placed between 
these two sections was used for the exchange of throne and 
religious feasts greetings between the Sultan and dignitaries 
and for some important state ceremonies. The Crown Prince 
Room, which is in a separate building and was used by the 
Sultan’s son, looks like an extension of the palace when 
viewed from the sea.

Documents on the construction of the palace reveal that, 
respectively, Es-Seyyid Hacı Said Ağa and Ali Şahin Bey 
performed as the building contractor. Both Ovannes (Ohannes) 
Kalfa, Karabet Kalfa and Nikogos Kalfa (towards the final) 
carried out the construction activities. Furthermore, Crystal 
Pavilion, the roof of Crystal Staircases and Conservatory 
Pavilion located in Imperial Garden which does not exist today 
were constructed by British architect William Smith.

The main building, which is parallel to the sea, has three 
storeys including a basement. The section on the land side 
where the Harem apartments are located is a four-storey 
building including an attic. The obvious Western impacts in 
form, details and adornments are a reflection of aesthetic 
values that changed in the last period of the Empire.
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In addition, the organisation is a structure where the traditional 
central hall and corner room seen in Turkish houses are built 
on a huge scale. The body walls of the Palace are stone, the 
internal walls are made from bricks, and the furnishings are 
wooden. Changes required over time were put into place, 
including central heating and electrical systems installed from 
1910 to 1912.

Mabeyn, where the Sultans carried out their state affairs, is 
the most important section of Dolmabahçe Palace with regard 
to function and decor. The Decorative Hall (Medhal Salonu), 
which is the ceremonial entrance to the Palace, the Crystal 
Stairs connecting it with the upper floor, the Sufera Hall where 
ambassadors were hosted and the Red Hall where they were 
accepted by the Sultan are decorated and furnished in a way 
emphasising the historical glory of the Empire. Zulvecheyn 
Hall on the upper floor of Mabeyn is a passage leading to the 
apartments reserved for the Sultan.

Dolmabahçe Palace, Selamlık Section Façade

Dolmabahçe Palace, Imperial Gate
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TBMM’ ne Bağlı Milli Saraylar Kasırlar ve Köşkler

Stairway with cut crystal railings, 
Dolmabahce Palace
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These apartments include a magnificent hamam lined 
with Egyptian marble, a study and drawing rooms, and 
dining and resting rooms used during the Sultan’s daily 
life. There is the Rare Works Library belonging to the last 
caliphate Abdülmecid Efendi. In this library, also known as 
the Abdülmecid Efendi Library, there are reference sources 
such as encyclopaedias, dictionaries and almanacs, as 
well as books, periodicals and newspapers on almost every 
subject, including fine arts, literature, history, geography, 
zoology, and engineering.

The Muayede, which is situated between the Harem and 
Mabeyn-i Hümâyûn, is the tallest and most magnificent 
section of Dolmabahçe Palace. This large square hall of 
monumental proportions is over 2,000 square meters in area 
and 36 meters high. This hall is distinguished from other 
parts of the Palace by its 56 columns and its chandeliers of 
approximately four and a half tons manufactured in England. 
During the winter period, the Ceremonial Hall was heated 
with hot air blown from the heating system at the bottom of 
the tall columns. This central heating system blowing warm 
air from the foot of the columns provided a comfortable 
temperature even at the ceremonies on the coldest days.

Dolmabahce Palace, Medhal Hall 
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On traditional ceremonial days, the Golden Throne would be 
brought from Topkapı Palace to this Hall and the ceremony 
would start when the Sultan took his place on this throne. 
The three galleries would be allotted to foreign diplomatic 
staff, invited guests to watch the ceremonies and to the 
palace orchestra and the galleri above the sultan was not 
occupied because of sultan’s throne was located beneath.

Despite being influenced by Western architecture and 
built after the example of European palaces, the Harem 
was designed as a separate section, although not as 
rigid as in former palaces in terms of space arrangements 
and functional relations. Unlike Topkapı Palace, Harem-i 

Hümâyûn is a private living space integrated to the whole 
under the same roof, so it is not a building separated from 
the Palace.

Passage to the Harem section, which makes up approximately 
two thirds of Dolmabahçe Palace, is through corridors shut 
off from the Mabeyn and Muayede Halls with doors made 
of iron and wood. In the Harem, there are capacious halls 
lit by reflections of the Bosphorus and apartments reserved 
for the Sultan and Valide Sultan (Queen Mother). The areas 
used by Atatürk as a study and bedroom when he was in 
Istanbul after the foundation of the Republic are also in this 
section of the palace.

Dolmabahçe Palace, Blue Hall
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Dolmabahçe Palace, Atatürk's bed where he passed away on the morning of 
November 10, 1938

Dolmabahçe Palace, Caliphate Stairs

Atatürk's Office at Dolmabahçe Palace

In the section on the land side, there are apartments where 
the sultan's wives, the sultan’s sons (up to a certain age) and 
daughters (until the age of marriage) and the women who 
had various duties in the Harem lived. These apartments 
were designed as independent sections consisting of living 
rooms and bedrooms, with connections through stairs 
between upper and lower floors and private when the doors 
are closed.

Today, the Selamlık and Harem sections of the Dolmabahçe 
Palace are open for visitors as two separate sections. 
Valuable porcelain, silver utilities and other valuable objects 
are exhibited in the Valuable Objects Exhibition Hall in the 
Selamlık section of the palace. The areas were used by 
Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, especially his bedroom where he 
passed away, are important locations to see during a visit 
to the palace.
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The Red Room in the Dolmabahçe Palace
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Dolmabahçe Palace, Valide Sultan Guest Room
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The Clock Tower at the entrance of Dolmabahçe Palace Dolmabahçe Palace, Valuable Objects Exhibition

PALACES, PAVILIONS AND MANSIONS AFFILIATED WITH THE GNAT

The only place in the Palace overlooking Dolmabahçe Street 
is the May Palace, also known as the Glazed Palace, with its 
traditional palace architecture consisting of a glazed winter 
garden and a hall.

The garden in which Camlı Köşk is located is referred to as the 
Aviary Garden, with aviaries and a small mansion built in the 
time of Sultan Reşad. Rare bird species are bred in the aviary 
in continuation of the aviary tradition in the traditional Ottoman 
palaces.

The “Treasury Building” in the Harem garden is arranged as a 
“Clock Museum” where examples from the National Palaces 
Clock Collection are gathered. There are very special clocks 
designed by Mevlevi clock masters in addition to English and 
French clocks in this Museum, consisting of three connected 
halls.

In the area between the Palace and Bezm-i Âlem Valide 
Sultan Mosque, there are the Hazine-i Hassa (today the 
Vice Secretariat General of National Palaces), the Mefruşat 
Department and the Clock Tower, all built between from 1890 
to 1894.
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That using of Beylerbeyi and the surrounding area for 
settlement goes dates back to Byzantine times in history. 
According to the famous 18th century traveller İnciciyan, the 
neighbourhood was referred to as the “Crucifix Gardens” in 
the Byzantine times due to a cross built by Constantinus the 
Great and was used as one of the private gardens of the 
Sultans in Ottoman times. Again according to İnciciyan, this 
area was named "Beylerbeyi" after the mansion of Governor 
(Beylerbeyi) Mehmed Pasha in the 16th century.

Beylerbeyi turned into an area used as a seaside resort with 
mansions and pavilions built at various times, although it 
gained its unique identity with the wooden seaside palace 
constructed by Sultan Mahmud II. Beylerbeyi Palace, in its 
current state, was constructed on demand of the sultan of 
the period, Sultan Abdülaziz, by the famous architect Sarkis 
Balyan between 1861 and 1865, after the wooden palace 
built in the time of Mahmud II was demolished. The Palace 
was generally used in summer. It was also used for hosting 
foreign statesmen. In 1869 Queen Eugenie of France was 
entertained there while visiting İstanbul. She was followed 
by Franz Joseph, Emperor of Austria-Hungary in 1869, 
Iranian Shah Nasireddin in 1873, Nicholas, Grand Duke of 
Russia in 1874, and Oscar, Crown Prince of Sweden in 1891. 
Sultan Abdülhamit II lived in this Palace from the conquest of 
Thessaloniki in 1912 until his death in 1918. In the Republican 
era, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk stayed in the Palace in 1934 for 
activities organised as part of the Balkan Festival.

The Palace has a noteworthy design: it is built along the lines 
of a traditional Turkish house, with a central hall leading onto 
rooms in the corners. In terms of decor, the impact of the 
orientalist approach popular in Europe in the period when 
the Palace was built is clear. In the palace, which consists 
of two sections, the Harem and the Selamlık, the Selamlık is 
richer in both furnishing and adornment than the Harem, as 
in Dolmabahçe Palace.

Beylerbeyi
Palace

Beylerbeyi Harem Marine Mansion

View of Beylerbeyi Palace's sea façade from above
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In the middle hall on the lower floor of Beylerbeyi Palace, 
which was built as a summer palace, there is a pool that 
adds coolness to the place on hot summer days. This was an 
Ottoman architecture tradition even though it is in Western 
style. There are three entrances, six halls and twenty six rooms 
in the Palace. There are two floors plus the basement floor, 
which was used as a kitchen and warehouse. The furnishings 
are covered with straw mats which were brought from Egypt 
to protect against humidity and heat. Large carpets and rugs, 
most of which were made in of Hereke, Bohemian crystal 
chandeliers, French clocks, Chinese, Japanese, French and 
Yıldız vases and mother-of-pearl furniture are just some part 
of the pieces of art worth seeing in this part of the palace.

The difference of Beylereyi Palace, also remarkable for its 
special location on the Anatolian coast of the Bosphorus, 
is its gardens, which rise in terraces and are named the 
“Terrace Gardens”. Other significant structures within the 
palace include the Yellow Pavilion next to the large pool 
on the Upper Terrace Garden, the Ahıt (Stable) Pavilion 
where the sultan’s horses were tied and which was the 
most interesting stable of its time and the Marble (Serdáb) 
Pavilion from the period of Sultan Mahmud II, which is one 
of the later examples of the Ottoman Marble Pavillion ) 
Pavilion tradition.

Beylerbeyi Palace, Selamlık Façade
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Beylerbeyi Palace Mother-of-Pearl Room
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The Pool Hall at Beylerbeyi Palace

The Historic Tunnel at Beylerbeyi Palace

Beylerbeyi Palace, Blue Hall

One of the interesting characteristics of Beylerbeyi Palace 
is the historical tunnel going beneath the Terrace Gardens. 
The name of Sultan Mahmud II is written on the fountain in 
the middle of the tunnel, which is an important clue to deter-
mining the date of construction. This tunnel, which is from 
the time of Sultan Mahmud II (1808-1839) like the large pool 
in the Upper Terrace Garden and the Marble Pavilion, was 
used as the road connecting the Bosphorus ferry service to 
Üsküdar up until the time roads were built to the Bosphorus 
Bridge. It was converted into an exhibition area afterwards by 
arrangements made by the National Palaces and started to 
be allocated for exhibitions according to applications and the 
approval of the department.

Beylerbeyi Palace is part of the “Bosphorus Culture” as an 
original summer palace of its time. Visitors can rest in the 
café in the palace gardens and in addition to publications 
introducing the National Palaces, products made in Yıldız Tile 
and Porcelain Factory are sold in the shop. 
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Aynalıkavak 
Pavilion

The building, which has been decorating the coast of the 
Golden Horn for more than three centuries and which is today 
known as Aynalıkavak Pavilion, is the only remaining example 
from the group of buildings known as “Aynalıkavak Palace” or 
“Tersane Palace” during the Ottoman Period.

Historical references reveal that the area was also a resting 
place belonging to emperors during the Byzantine period. 
After the conquest of İstanbul by Fatih Sultan Mehmed, 
Ottoman sultans were also interested in this vineyard and 
wood extending from the shores of Haliç to Okmeydanı and 
Kasımpaşa. As the Ottoman Imperial Shipyard was built 
and developed in Kasımpaşa, the area was called "Tersane 
Hasbahçe".

The earliest buildings on the territory date back to the reign of 
Sultan Ahmed I (1603-1617). This group of buildings, which 
were developed with pavilions constructed by sultans over the 
course of history and which was also called “Tersane Palace”; 
was called “Aynalıkavak Palace” from the beginning of the 
17th century.

Musical composition room with sofas in Aynalıkavak Pavilion
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Aynalıkavak Pavilion, Sea Façade

PALACES, PAVILIONS AND MANSIONS AFFILIATED WITH THE GNAT



EGEMENLİK KAYITSIZ ŞARTSIZ MİLLETİNDİR

146

Aynalıkavak Pavilion, Land Façade
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Aynakilavak Pavilion, which is a part of the palace and which is estimated 
to have been constructed during the reign of Sultan Ahmed III (1703-1730) 
underwent an extensive restoration process during the reign of Sultan 
Selim III (1789-1807) and was later renovated again to gain its present 
appearance. Aynalıkavak Pavilion, the only remaining building from the 
earlier periods among the National Palaces, which mainly consist of the 
palaces, mansions and pavilions of the 19th century, is distinguished by 
its traditional architecture and decorative features.

On a frieze around the top of the windows of the Divanhane and of the 
Composition Room, the verses of two famous poets of the term, Sheikh 
Galib and Enderûni Fâzıl, praising the Pavilion and Selim III, were inscribed 
by the calligrapher Mehmed Esad El Yesari in ta'liq calligraphic script.

The pavilion, which is one of the last outstanding buildings of classical 
Ottoman Structure, with its two storeys facing the sea and one storey 
facing the land, also reflects the tastes of the era in terms of decoration 
and it incorporates many elements of the culture of Sultan Selim III's time. 
Its top windows are stained glass, its roofs have large eaves and there 
are fitted sofas within the interior decoration, braziers which were the 
traditional way of heating: all are characteristic of the period and show a 
past lifestyle which is lost today.

Aynalıkavak Pavilion, Audience Chamber
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Yıldız Şale 

Yıldız Palace, Façade view  (last section constructed by D' Aranco)

Yıldız, which covers an area of 500,000 square meters on a 
location overlooking the Bosphorus between Besiktaş and 
Ortaköy, was the last palace built within the Ottoman Empire. 
This area was a forest and from the reign of Sultan Süleyman 
the Lawgiver (1520-1566) onwards, it was used as a hunting 
and picnic location by the sultans. The coppice, named as 
“Kazancıoğlu Garden” after the Turkish conquest of İstanbul, 
probably became one of the private gardens of the sultan 
(“Hasbahçe”) during the reign of Sultan Ahmed I (1603-1617). 
Even though mansions were built there in the reigns of Murad 
IV and Selim III, only the fountain built by Selim III for his father 
Mustafa III has survived until the present day.

This group of buildings which was formed with mansions and 
pavilions added during the reigns of Sultan Mahmud II (1808-
1839), Sultan Abdülmecid (1839-1861) and Sultan Abdülaziz 
(1861-1876) was given the name Yıldız Palace together with 
buildings constructed during the reign of Sultan Abdulhamid 
II (1876-1909). Yıldız Palace became the fourth administration 
center of the empire after the Old Palace, Topkapı Palace and 
Dolmabahçe Palace.

Chalet Mansion, which is a part of Yıldız Palace and named 
“chalet” meaning “mountain hostel” in French, is one of 
the most outstanding structures of 19th century Ottoman 
architecture. The mansion consists of three adjacent sections 
built at different times in a garden surrounded with high walls.

The first section of the mansion was constructed in 1880. 
With the additional building built by Sarkis Balyan in 1889 the 
mansion was enlarged with rooms and halls. The third section 
known as Merasim Mansion (the Ceremonial Mansion) 
and constructed by Italian Architect D’Aronco, is known to 
have been completed in 1898. The last two sections were 
constructed to accommodate of German Emperor Wilhem II 
when he visited Istanbul. 
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Yıldız Şale, Riding Academy Yıldız Şale, Entrance Façade

Yıldız Şale, Mother-of-Pearl Room
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Yıldız Şale Ceremony Hall

PALACES, PAVILIONS AND MANSIONS AFFILIATED WITH THE GNAT



EGEMENLİK KAYITSIZ ŞARTSIZ MİLLETİNDİR

151

This mansion, which was built in three-storeys including a 
basement, is made of wood and stone. The Ottoman house 
plan tradition dividing the buildings into the Harem and 
the Selamlık sections is not observed in this building. The 
connection between the floors of the Chalet, with its seven 
doors and wooden louvered windows, is provided by elegant 
staircases, one of which is made of marble and the other two 
are wooden.

The most attractive place in the building is the magnificent 
Ceremonial Hall, with a one piece Hereke carpet (the largest 
historical hand woven carpet in the world) of 406 square 
meters and with a ceiling decorated with gilded panels. It is 
known that the ceremonial holiday greeting ceremonies were 
performed at this hall during the reign of Sultan Abdülhamid 
II. The furniture of the dining hall, also known as the “Sedefli 
Salon” due to its doors with mother of pearl inlay brought from 
Çırağan Palace, was made on the orders of Sultan Abdulhamid 
II at the Imperial Workshop (Tamirhane-i Hümâyûn) within the 
Yıldız Palace. Excluding the dining hall which reflects Ottoman 
tastes, the European style is dominant within the furnishings 
at the mansion. There are Swedish-made large Röstrand 
porcelain stoves among other outstanding elements of decor 
within the Şale.

The Şale Mansion operated as a luxury casino for a short 
time in the Republican era, then it was used as a congress 
hall at the beginning of the 1930s and was later converted to 
its previous function and used as a State Guesthouse where 
guests including the Shah of Iran, Rıza Pehlevi, the King of 
Saudi Arabia, King Faysal, the King of Jordan, King Huseyin, 
The President of Indonesia, President Sukarno, the King of 
Ethiopia, Haile Selasiye and French President Charles de 
Gaulle were hosted.

Among the group of buildings which make up Yıldız Palace, 
a part of the stables called Istabl-ı Amire-i Ferhan and the 
riding school buildings gained new functions after they were 
restorated. The Classical Turkish Arts Centre is situated 
in one of the buildings, and the riding school building was 
transformed into a conference hall which can be used for 
congresses and seminars.
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Among the most remarkable works of the Palaces Collection 
is the carpet in the main Ceremony Hall, with a unique 
size and design of 14 meters width and 19 meters length. 
It was designed by the palace artist Emil Meinz in 1898. It 
is the largest historical handmade carpet has ever made 
measuring 406 m2 and it was woven in Hereke Factory. 
The carpet was designed together with the pictures on the 
ceiling and walls. There are ellipse shaped medallions in the 
centre of the carpet and the three medallions were designed 
to align with the projections of the chandeliers. Another 
characteristic of the carpet is that it was woven to cover the 
whole ground as in the Ceremony Hall and certain rooms and 
halls in Dolmabahçe Palace. The middle of the carpet is one 
piece; the side borders and sections corresponding to the 
towers are extensions. The extensions are high quality work 
and there is an integrity in its design. It has the patterns and 
colour of the palace carpets in the style of Hereke Factory. 
The cream coloured background, red corner patterns and the 
big “rumi” (abstract, bird shaped) patterns in the medallions 
and corners are classic features of Hereke palace carpets.

“Rumi” motifs are used in the medallions, rosettes and corners 
of the carpet. There are four rosette shapes surrounding 
the oval medallion. There are naturalist flower motifs in the 
large “rumi” patterns in the medallion. The wide border in the 
middle consists of Hatayi and Chinese cloud motives on a 
cream coloured background. The Hatayi motifs are cream 
and blue background and consist of wide Rumis bordered 
by Chinese clouds. The thin borders on each side of the wide 
border are separated into sections in itself. The wide border 
inside the outside border consists of rosette and rose motifs.

Hereke Carpet in 
Yıldız Şale
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Yıldız Şale, Ceremony Hall, No. 1 (Hereke Carpet)
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Ihlamur Pavilion

Ihlamur Valley, located between Beşiktaş, Yıldız and Nişantaşı 
is known as a place for excursions and belonged to Hacı 
Hüseyin Ağa, superintendent of the Naval Shipyards in the 
18th century and so is known as “the Hacı Hüseyin Vineyards”. 
Although it was transformed into a “Hasbahçe” (imperial 
garden) belonging to the sultan during the reign of Sultan 
Ahmed III (1703-1730), this territory, known as “Hacı Hüseyin 
Vineyards” until the second half of 19th century, began to 
attract attention during the reigns of Sultan Abdülhamid I 
(1774-1789) and of Sultan Selim III (1789-1807).

Ihlamur Pavilion, Hall of Ceremonial Mansion Ihlamur Pavilion, Entrance Hall of Ceremonial Mansion 
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When Sultan Abdülmecid (1839-1861) ascended the Ottoman 
throne, new construction works began and the construction of 
the Ihlamur Pavilions was initiated in the Ihlamur excursion area 
as was the construction of Dolmabahçe Palace in Beşiktaş 
and Küçüksu Pavilion in Küçüksu. Sultan Abdülmecid used to 
visit Ihlamur frequently before the construction of the pavilions, 
resting in the small vineyard house and hosting guests such 
as the famouns French poet Lamartine.

These two buildings, situated within 24,724 square meters of 
woodland bordered by high surrounding walls in some parts 
and by cast iron fences in others, have been sometimes called 
“Nüzhetiye” and sometimes “the Ihlamur Pavilions” since their 
construction by Nicogos Baylan from 1849 to 1855.

The Ceremonial Mansion, which is the main building, has an 
impressive architecture at the front. Its staircase with Baroque 
characteristics reflects the taste of the period and its reliefs 
are interesting and dynamic. The interior decoration of the 
pavilion, which consists of an Entrance Hall and one room at 
each side, is influenced by contemporary Western decorative 

approaches, which were preferred in Ottoman art throughout 
the 19th century. The furniture and furnishing elements represent 
various European styles, but add up to a consistent whole.

The Retinue Mansion (Maiyet Köşkü) used by the sultan’s 
entourage and sometimes by his harem is a less ornate building 
compared to the other. It exhibits a more traditional schema with 
its space arrangement which consists of corner rooms opening 
onto a central hall. The walls of the Retinue Mansion are covered 
with stucco which looks like different colours of marble.

The Ceremonial Mansion from the Ihlamur Pavilion is kept open 
to visitors as a palace museum and the Retinue Mansion is 
organized as a cafeteria in summer. The garden of the pavilion, 
around the Retinue Mansion and the garden around the interior 
pool are also used as cafeterias in summer. As in some of other 
palaces and pavilions, the garden of Ihlamur Pavilions can be 
used for national or international receptions as per applications 
made and permissions received.

Ihlamur Pavilion, Ceremonial Mansion
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The green area around Küçüksu, one of the imperial gardens of the 
sultans, is known to have been named “the Silver Cypress” by Murad 
IV as he loved it. (1623-1640).

From the 18th century, there was intense construction in this area, 
which has been called “Bağçe-i Göksu” in various sources since the 
17th century. In the reign of Sultan Mahmud I (1730-1754) Scribe 
Divittar Emin Mehmed Pasha ordered a timber two-storey pavilion to 
be built for the Sultan. This stucture was repaired and used again in 
the reign of Selim III (1789-1807) and Mahmut II (1808-1839).

The reign of Sultan Abdülmecid (1839-1861) were the years when 
Western style were in vogue in palace and pavilion architecture. As 
in the Dolmabahçe and Ihlamur structures, Abdülmecid demolished 
the old wooden buildings and instructed the construction of today’s 
pavilion.

The architect of Küçüksu Pavilion, which was put to use again in 1857, 
was Nikogos Balyan. The pavilion, which has three floors together 
with a basement, was constructed as a stone building on an area of 
405 m2. The basement and cellar was allocated for the kitchen and 
servants, while the other floors are organised as four rooms opening 
onto a middle hall. In addition to these characteristics, the building 
displays a typical traditional Turkish house layout, and is a “riding 
pavilion” used for resting and hunting purposes. Unlike other palace 
structures belonging to the state, it is not surrounded by high walls 
but instead has elegant iron railings with doors on all four sides. The 
façade adornments were repaired and gilded in the reign of Sultan 
Abdülaziz (1861-1876).

Western adornment motifs are used on the sea façade which is 
adorned with reliefs, and includes a small pond with a fountain and an 
external staircase. The rooms and halls are decorated with valuable 
artworks and valuable furniture purchased from Europe.

Küçüksu Pavilion

Küçüksu Pavilion, interior view
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Küçüksu Pavilion resembles a rich art museum with its ceilings adorned with 
plasterwork reliefs and pencil drawn adornments, its fireplaces made with 
of valuable Italian marble in different styles and colours that wouldn't be out 
of place in a fireplace museum, its European style furniture, carpets and its 
paintings. It was used as a State Guesthouse in the Republican era.

After an extensive restoration project commenced in 1992, it was ensured that 
Küçüksu Pavilion would not erode into the sea and it was opened as a palace 
museum again in 1996.

The pier, the fountain square and the garden next to the pavilion were opened 
as recreation areas where people could enjoy themselves and rest. 

Cafe services are provided to the visitors and its dock, which has been widened, 
can be used for national or international receptions as per applications made 
and permissions received as in other palaces, mansions and pavilions.

Küçüksu Pavilion, interior view

View of Küçüksu Pavilion from the sea 
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The Maslak Pavilions

The Maslak Pavilions are located on the right of the main street 
connecting the Levent and Ayazaga districts. The first buildings 
in this area are known to have been constructed during the reign 
of Sultan Mahmud II (1808-1839) and it was used as a hunting 
and resting place by the sultans.

Although it cannot be exactly determined when the Maslak 
Pavilions were constructed and by whom, most parts date back 
to the period of Sultan Abdülaziz (1861-1876), when they became 
prominent landmarks in the area. The Maslak Pavilions, which 
were allocated to Sultan Abdulhamid II (1876-1909) while he was 
a prince, were where the Sultan acceded to the Ottoman throne 
and for this reason, it is of special importance.

Among the Maslak Pavilions, which are located in a wood of 
170.000 m2 containing every shade of green, the Kasr-ı Hümâyûn 
(Imperial Mansion), the Mabeyn-i Hümâyûn (Imperial Court) and 
the Limonluk (Lemon Mansion), the Çadır Köşk (Tent Mansion) 
and the Pasha Dairesi (General’s Apartment) have survived 
up until the present day. These buildings which are located at 
a position with a good view of Bosphorus embracing the Black 
Sea and in harmony with the outlying flora, are elegant examples 
of late 19th century Ottoman wooden domestic architecture and 
ornamentation.

Today, Kasr-ı Hümâyûn has been restored in the light of 
documents, memoirs and old photographs and opened to 
visitors as a palace museum. The Mabeyn-i Hümâyûn and its 
annexes, the Limonluk and the Çadır Köşk and its garden have 
similarly been handled and restorated and transformed into 
cafeterias where visitors may take a rest. The camelias in the 
Limonluk, which especially bloom during the winter months, are 
the oldest examples of their kind in the city.

Maslak Pavilions, Kasrı Hümâyûn hall on upper floor

Maslak Pavilions, Kasrı Hümâyûn

Maslak Pavilions, Çadır Kiosk
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Yalova Atatürk 
Mansion

Yalova Thermal Springs, whose history dates back to Roman 
and Byzantian times as place of settlement, gained attention 
in the last days of the Ottoman Empire. Yalova and its springs 
aroused the interest of Atatürk with its natural therapeutic 
resources and green surroundings. During his visits to Yalova 
he stayed at the mansion in Baltacı Farm until the mansion 
in Millet Farm was built. Then the Atatürk Mansion was built 
near the springs. The construction finished in a very short 
time and the mansion was opened in 1929. The building is 
an early example of Republican period architecture and is 
open for visitors as “the Atatürk Mansion” together with the 
furniture used at the time.

The historical and environmental value of Yalova Atatürk 
Mansion, which has now been repaired and opened for 
visitors, make it a special building. This green area very close 
to İstanbul is important considering that it is a place where 
people can get fresh air and see this heritage in its original 
environment.

Close to the mansion there is an ancient tunnel and an altar. 
In front of them stands an old wooden cinema building 
which has recently been restored and serves as a cafe and 
a cinema.

The wooden building next to Atatürk Mansion was built on 
the orders of Sultan Abdulhamid II (1876-1909) as a resting 
pavilion and used as a Retinue Mansion in the early period 
of the Republic. This Retinue Mansion has been restored 
recently and now serves as a guesthouse for dignitaries.

Yalova Atatürk Mansion, Atatürk’s bedroom

Yalova Atatürk Mansion, Entrance Hall

Yalova Atatürk Mansion, Entrance Façade 
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Florya Atatürk Marine Mansion view from the land
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Florya 
Atatürk 
Marine Mansion
It is known that Florya, a settlement between Yeşilköy and 
Küçükçekmece on the coast of the Marmara Sea, was an 
undistinguished hunting lodge in the 19th century. However, 
Florya gained importance when Atatürk became interested in 
it in the early Republican era and it became a summer resort 
area.

İstanbul Municipality organized a competition for a mansion 
project in 1935 which it planned to build on the Florya coast 
where Atatürk used to go to recuperate. The mansion was 
erected on steel pillars driven into the sea bottom and linked 
to the mainland by a bridge. Atatürk lived in this mansion, 
which was opened on 14 August 1935, for a while in June and 
July 1936. He used the mansion especially for political and 
scientific meetings and hosted many important guests there 
among whom were King Edward VIII of England and Mrs. 
Simpson.

Atatürk stayed there for the last time in 28 May 1938. After 
his death it was used as a Presidential summer residence by 
İsmet İnönü, Celal Bayar, Cemal Gürsel, Cevdet Sunay, Fahri 
Korutürk and Kenan Evren.

The Presidency assigned its management to the Department 
of National Palaces of the GNAT on September 16, 1988. It 
was opened to public as the “Atatürk Museum” after being 
restored and furnished with furniture reflecting the style of the 
mansion which was constructed with a modern approach. 
Some of the General Secretariat and Retinue Buildings 
constructed on the mainland behind the Atatürk Mansion did 
not survive but those that have survived are used as holiday 
apartments for the GNAT.

Florya Atatürk Marine Mansion view from the land
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The Beykoz (Mecidiye) 
Pavilion

A pavilion was added here during the hunting parties organised 
in Beykoz Meadow for French Empress Eugunie when she 
visited İstanbul. However, the building did not survive until 
today. It is understood from old photographs that it was 
furnished with golden gilded furniture, upholstery and curtains 
made of Hereke fabric with Baccarat vases and big crystal 
chandeliers.

After the death of Sultan Abdülaziz, the Ottoman Princes spent 
much time in this pavilion. The Assembly (Meclisi Mebusan) 
gave a spring dinner there in 1910. It was used as an 
orphanage during World War I, as a trachoma hospital in 1920 
and then was allocated for the settlement of immigrants for a 
while. The building, which came under the administration of 
the Bosphorus Command after the foundation of the Republic, 
was repaired by the Ministry of Health in 1953 and used as 
a tuberculosis preventorium and then as a chest diseases 
hospital for children.

It was affiliated to the National Palaces Department of GNAT on 
24 May 1999. Restoration and repair works are in progress so 
that the building regains its original look.

The Beykoz Pavilion (Mecidiye Pavilion) is located on the top 
of a forested park with a landscape design of layered terraces 
from the seaside in Beykoz Selviburnu. The construction of 
Beykoz Pavilion was started by Nikogos and Sarkis Balyan by 
the order of Mehmed Ali Pasha in 1854, Governor of Egypt and 
upon his death was completed on the orders of his son Said 
Pasha. Said Pasha gave the pavilion, which was completed in 
1866, as a present to Sultan Abdülmecid. 

The pavilion is a two-storeyed, half-timbered building with a 
symmetrical square layout.  It was the first stone and neo-
classical building constructed on the Bosphorus. In the 
building, which has an area of 1.700 m2, the use of white 
and pudding-stone marble from Italy is eye-catching. On the 
cantilever façades that have four columns each, there are 
ionian and corinthian style columns and windows with plain 
keystones and shiny arches. The building has a neo-classical 
and eclectic style. There is a resting pavilion known as the 
“Mountain Hamam (Turkish bath)”; its inner walls are covered 
with oyster shells, and there are ten pools and four fountains 
in the garden of the pavilion. Beykoz Pavilion is one of the 
19th century examples of “Serdar Mansions” in the Ottoman 
tradition. At first it was used for daily stays as a riding pavilion 
by Sultan Abdulaziz and later on it was used for hosting foreign 
state representatives and ambassadors.
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TBMM’ ne Bağlı Milli Saraylar Kasırlar ve Köşkler

The entrance façade of the Beykoz Palace
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Filizi Mansion
(Tahsin Pasha Mansion)

Filizi mansion was constructed by the order of Tahsin 
Pasha, who served Abdülhamid II (1876-1909) as chief 
secretary in the final days of the Ottoman Empire. The 
pavilion, which was used as summer residence by the 
Dynasty, is situated in Kadıköy-Göztepe.

It is one of the rare examples of characteristic 19th century 
architecture surviving until today. It was constructed in 
art-nouveau style which was a fashionable architectural 
style at the time. Resting on a 70 cm. foundation, it has 
a ground floor, first floor and roof and is a “Traditional 
Turkish House” with rooms opening to a central hall. The 
ceilings of the building are gilded.

Certain of its art-nouveau characteristics have 
unfortunately disappeared due to frequent changes in 
ownership and restorations the mansion has seen.

The Filizi Mansion was under the responsibility of Kadıköy 
Municipality for a long time and was then transferred to 
the GNAT to be administered by the İstanbul Branch of 
the Association of Turkish Parliamentarians for 25 years. 
The mansion and garden were restorated by the GNAT 
and opened for service by the GNAT Speaker İsmet Kaya 
Erdem on June 8, 1991. The glasshouse restaurant in 
the garden of Filizi Mansion is used as the Club of the 
Association of Turkish Parliamentarians and has a capacity 
of 100 people inside and 150 persons in the garden.

Back façade of Filizi Mansion
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Museum of Palace 
Collections

Museum of Palace Collections consists of three separate 
sections, namely the Depot, the Museum and the Art Gallery. It 
is located in the Matbah-ı Amire (Dolmabahçe Palace Kitchens) 
situated near Beşiktaş.

In 2006, the decision was taken to site a depot and museum 
within the buildings of Matbah-ı Amire in order to gather and to 
protect objects left closed up in the storerooms of Dolmabahçe 
Palace which cannot be seen by the visitors. This unit still serves 
its mission of “transferring heritage to future generations through 

preserving cultural assets” through the Art Gallery opened on 
June 12, 2010 and museum section opened on February 25, 
2011.

The depot section has an important function as all objects that 
cannot be placed in the decor or are left outside exhibitions are 
stored there within appropriate conditions.
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All kinds of works from art to educational materials, from 
industrial devices to kitchenware, from toys to furniture, from 
textile to porcelain, from tableware to chandeliers, and from 
books to paintings are original examples of the products of 
a period when the Ottoman palace followed developments in 
the outside world very closely. Thematic windows organised 
with examples bringing the past to life and giving important tips 
about everyday life in the palace are exhibited to visitors every 
day. The museum has an educational and informative mission 
about the culture, art and technology of the 19th century by 
introducing palace life at the time.

The art gallery at the entrance from of Dolmabahçe Boulevard 
is another section where internal and external exhibitions, 
concerts and short term events take place. The art gallery has 
a unique atmosphere with its historical stoves, natural structure 
and stone walls, and it has hosted many cultural and artistic 
events. The offices, the ticket office and the shop belonging 
to the Museum of Palace Collections are located at on the 
entrance of the art gallery.
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National Palaces
Painting Museum

The Most Distinguished Paintings of the Palaces are in 
Their New Place

The Crown Prince Room at the Dolmabahçe Palace was 
allocated for the crown princes’ accommodation during the 
Sultan Abdülmecid Period. It is the architectural symbol of the 
end of the isolationist life style, and a transition of the princes to 
a free life with the Tanzimat reforms. Sultan Abdülaziz, Sultan 
Murad the 5th, Sultan Abdülhamid the 2nd, Sultan Mehmed 
Reşad the 5th, Yusuf İzzettin Efendi, Sultan Mehmed the 6th, 
and the Caliph Abdülmecid had used this chamber during their 
heirdom period.

Following 7-year-long restoration works part of the Crown Prince 
Room was transformed into a museum that complies with the 
standards of modern museology and submitted to the service 
of art lovers as the “National Palaces Painting Museum”. The 
National Palaces Painting Museum is the product of the belief 
for adding a new dimension and point of view to the history of 
Turkish museology.

The museum is comprised of 11 sections with thematic integrity. 
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Sultan Abdülmecid / Sultan Abdülaziz Hall 

The first section of the Museum is where the Sultan Abdülmecid 
and Sultan Abdülaziz’s portraits are hung. Dolmabahçe Palace 
was built by Sultan Abdülmecid, and it is acknowledged as a 
turning point in the lives of the Ottoman dynasty, and the urban 
history of Istanbul. It was built by Sultan Abdülmecid for his 
brother Abdülaziz as part of the Dolmabahçe Palace. That is 
why in certain documents, the Crown Prince Room is referred 
to as the “Aziz Efendi Room”. As the way it is now, this location 
has an important place as the heir of the sultanate had lived 
there. 

Westernization in the Ottomans

In this section, it is possible to follow the glimpses of change 
in the military and social sphere of the Ottoman Empire, who 
starting from the beginning of the 18th century had started 
making intense and close relations with the West.

Caliph Abdülmecid / Istanbul Views 

This location is the library of Abdülmecid Efendi in the Crown 
Prince Room. Abdülmecid Efendi, who was born at the 
Dolmabahçe Palace as the son of Sultan Abdülaziz and Lady 
Hayranidil in 1868, was the last crown prince and the caliphate 
of the Ottoman Empire. Interested in almost all branches of art, 
but particularly calligraphy and music, Abdülmecid Efendi had 
moved into the Dolmabahçe Palace following his election as 
the caliphate, and he had brought his library along with him to 
the palace. Around this section, you will find images of Istanbul 
from local and foreign artists.

Paintings Bought from Goupil Gallery for the Palace

Two sections consist of paintings that were bought from the 
Goupil Art Gallery in Paris during Sultan Abdülaziz’s reign. The 
paintings that were bought in this era reflect the taste of Sultan 
Abdülaziz and his assistant Şeker Ahmed Pasha. A Western 
style collection of paintings was brought together for the first 
time at the Dolmabahçe Palace during Sultan Abdülaziz period.
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İvan Konstantinoviç Ayvazovski Hall

The Ceremony Hall is the most magnificent room of the 
structure with its stucco-lined walls and composite-headed 
plasters, and it is allocated to the Russian Artist Ayvazovski.

Court Painters

Sultan Abdülaziz had worked with the Polish Artists Stanislaw 
Chlebowski as the court painter. While the Italian Artist Luigi 
Acquarone had become the painter during the Reign of Sultan 
Abdülhamid the 2nd, after his death, another Italian Artist 
Fausto Zonaro became the painter of the palace. 

Orientalist Painters; Attraction of Orient

The Orientalist paintings that depict the East through the eyes 
of a European represent scenes where the cultural features of 
the place of influence were highlighted.

Aide-de-camp Painters

This section is allocated to the artists who blended their military 
and artist identities, such as Osman Nuri Pasha, and Şeker 
Ahmed Pasha.

Turkish Painters (1870 -1890)

This section exhibits the works of artists who make up of the 
second and third generation of the Turkish painting in the 
Western sense, such as Şeker Ahmed Pasha, Süleyman 
Seyyid, Osman Hamdi Bey, and Halil Pasha.

Portrait and Compositions Concerning the History / The 
Landscape in Ottoman Palace

The mid-section of the Hall is reserved for portraits and historic 
compositions. Around this section, you can see the landscapes 
of several local and foreign artists.

Turkish Painters (1890 -1930)

The last two sections present the works of artists who 
comprised of the third and fourth generation of Turkish painting 
in the Western sense. In these sections, you can see the works 
of Hüseyin Zekâi Pasha, Hoca Ali Rıza, Şevket Dağ, İbrahim 
Çallı, and Hikmet Onat.

We are thrilled to bring together, with a modern touch, the art 
lovers and the National Palaces Painting Collection that reflect 
the taste of art in the final period of the Ottoman Empire, via the 
National Palaces Art Museum.

PALACES, PAVILIONS AND MANSIONS AFFILIATED WITH THE GNAT



EGEMENLİK KAYITSIZ ŞARTSIZ MİLLETİNDİR

170

PALACES, PAVILIONS AND MANSIONS AFFILIATED WITH THE GNAT

Dolmabahçe Clock 
Museum

In Dolmabahçe Palace Harem Garden, in the old Inner Treasury 
building, a museum where the watches belonging to National 
Palaces Watch Collection are exhibited, in 2004. Said watches 
that were kept in close rooms and depots as they couldn’t get 
exhibited in the promenade passage, they have undergone 
a repair period of eight years. Dolmabahçe Watch Museum 
which is the first and unique watch museum of Turkey become 
a museum where you can marvel at the 18th and 19th century 
English automaton, the splendid mechanics made by French 
masters and also the extraordinary art works of Ottoman 
Mevlevi watch masters that found its peak in 19th century. In 
2009 they decided to make the general maintenance of the 
watches and the museum, to get into a new show room and 
exhibition arrangement and to add certain watches to the 
museum and the museum was closed for one year. During 
this period the masters of the palace had gone through the 
watches, one by one, and the museum again opened to the 
visitors in 2010.
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In the museum 71 watches are exhibited, among them you 
can find works of art that have an important place in the 
world mechanic watch collection like, English reputed watch 
master George Prior’s musical automaton, French golden 
coating console watches, automaton and semi automaton 
musical watches, Ahmet Eflaki Dede’s last watch of number 
9, Mevlevi masters Mehmet Şükrü and Mehmet Muhsin’s 
turbulon watches, the splendid astronomic watch of es-Seyyid 
Süleyman Leziz and the decimal watch of Osman Nuri.
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Aynalıkavak Music 
Museum

The late Gevheri Osmanoğlu who was one of the grand - chidren 
of Sultan Abdülhamid II (1876 - 1909) and his hairs, in 1984 
donated their collections containg saz (musical instrument), 
musical note and stone gramophone records to Aynalıkavak 
Summer Palace to get them exhibited. Consequently, as 
Aynalıkavak Summer Palace was a place where Selim III:  
(1789 - 1807) lived and composed, a project about making a 
Turkish Musiki (music) center was established. Following, some 
other collectioners and traditional turkish musicians (sazende) 
donated various instruments. Besides, as the musical 
instruments belonging to Istanbul Municipality Collection were 
added to the Aynalıkavak Summer Palace Collection, the 
general foundation of Aynalıkavak Sazları was formed, that will 
grow larger in the future The museum collection contains 65 
musical instrument, over 200 stone record, many musical note 
and the press.

Hereke Carpet and 
Silk Fabric Factory
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Hereke Factory, founded in 1843 upon the order of Sultan 
Abdulhamit II, began production in 1891 under the name Hereke 
Fabrika-i Hümâyûnu (Hereke Imperial Factory) as a weaving 
house in order to meet the upholstery and drapery needs of the 
new palaces being constructed. While Gördeskari carpet patterns 
were used at first, later on the Tamirhane-i Humayun artist in Yıldız 
Palace, Monsieur Emil Meinz drew new carpet patterns taking 
into consideration the characteristics of the palaces themselves. 
Some of them were manufactured in Uşak, Gördes, İzmir and 
Bursa in line with to pictures and samples provided by the palace 
and others were imported from England and France.

Once the Hereke Factory was founded, all the carpet needs of 
palaces were met here annd Sultans supported the development 
of its production and quality.

At first, natural dye was used as weaving material for Hereke 
carpets. Later with the development of techology, very thin 
wool and silk fabrics dyed with synthetic dyes were used and 
Turkish Gördes Knot was used as the knot. There are 6x6 knots 
per square centimetre in carpets woven with wool and 10x10 or 
15x15 knots in carpets woven with silk.

Hereke carpets were designed for individual palaces and their 
patterns, colours and sizes were tailored to them. They are 
divided into four types according to their sizes: floor covering, 
half floor covering, small “kelle” carpet and rug.

The Hereke Carpet and Silk Fabric Factory is very important as it 
manufactured the first Turkish brand in the world “Hereke Carpet” 
and it was granted a TSE-ISO-EN 9001:2000 quality certificate 
on April 13, 2007 as a result of the precious works it had created 
for the GNAT National Palaces Department (the first public 
institution awarded this in the sector).

Hereke Carpet and 
Silk Fabric Factory

The Entrance façade of Hereke Hereke Carpet and Silk Textile Factory

Hereke Carpets
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Yıldız Tile and 
Porcelain Factory 

The factory was founded by Sultan Abdulhamid II (1876-1909) 
on the recommendation of the French Ambassador M. Paul 
Cambon and with the name Imperial Tile Factory, as there 
was high demand by the palace and dynasty for porcelain and 
porcelain was imported at very high prices.

The factory was founded in the garden of Yıldız Palace; and 
in addition to the expert personnel, tile moulds and advanced 
European technology were imported from the Sèvres and 
Limoges factories in France. The factory, which started trial 
production in 1892, was damaged in the İstanbul Earthquake 
in 1894 and in the same year, it was reconstructed by Italian 
architect Raimondo d’Aronco and reopened.

The Imperial Tile Factory was originally a palace workshop. From 
1894 onwards, in addition to decorative objects such as vases 
and wall plates, objects used in daily life such as writing tools 
and tableware, bowls with caps, pans, dessert bowls, sugar 
bowls, tea and coffee sets were also manufactured there. Many 
important artists such as Ali Ragıp, Enderuni Abdurrahman, 
Omer Adil, A. Nicot, E. Narcice, L' Avergne and Thret contributed 
to the decoration of these works whose main themes were 
portraits of the Sultan, İstanbul panoramas, woman and child 
figures, mythological and allegorical scenes, “Rumi” motifs and 
landscape views with a rococo influence.

Manufacturing at Yıldız Tile Imperial Factory was suspended 
after the dethronement of Sultan Abdulhamid II in 1909. Osman 
Hamdi Bey, who was the manager of the Imperial Museum, 
made an attempt at restarting manufacturing at the factory which 
was attached to the Imperial Museum Directorate in this period. 
Upon the death of Osman Hamdi Bey in 1910, Halil Edhem Bey 
started preparations for reopening the Yıldız Tile Imperial Factory 
and manufacturing recommenced once more in 1911. The 
factory now produced porcelain cups required for telephones 
and telegraph insulators needed by the country during the First 
World War. Following the decision to close the factory in  
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View of Yıldız Tile and Porcelain Factory from above 
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1920 it was liquidated by the National Estate in 1936 and it was 
transferred to Sümerbank following discussions about resuming 
operations in 1957.

Yıldız Porcelain Factory, which since 1995 has had a special 
position as a factory museum within the Vice Secreteriat General 
for National Palaces, continues manufacturing porcelain items 
appealing to the tastes of today’s individual and also manufactures 
a limited number of replicas of the products manufactured during 
the years in which it was founded, and develops projects to ensure 
the aesthetic of the period can reach a large audience. Both hand 
decoration and technical decoration is used to adorn the porcelain 
produced in the factory. In addition, multi and mono coloured tiles 
above and under glaze are produced and in this way the Chinese 
tradition is also continued. The Yıldız Tile and Porcelain Factory has 
a total area of 10.500 m2, of which 5.200 m2 is inside.
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Türkiye
Büyük

Millet Meclisi

Egemenlik kayıtsız şartsız milletindir

2

The Collection of Paintigs in the 
First GNAT and 

National Palaces
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The Collection of Paintigs in the 
First GNAT and 

National Palaces
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THE COLLECTION OF PAINTINGS IN THE FIRST GNAT AND NATIONAL PALACES 

The palaces and pavilions affliliated to the National Palaces, 
especially Dolmabahçe Palace, the management and living 
center of the dynasty, contain elements of Western lifestyles 
at different times as adapted to the highest point of the 
empire. In this regard, the works in the National Palaces 
Paintings Collection are very valuable not only because they 
bear valuable signatures but becasue they bear the traces 
of history. In the collection, there are valuable paintings 
which were painted by sultans who were interested in art 
themselves and which are hung up in their rooms and halls. 
There are many works by well-known artists; among them 
orientalist paintings reflecting the mystery and warmth of the 
Orient, nature and urban landscapes, historical paintings 
and portraits.

Many works left from the visits of orientalist artists who 
came to İstanbul are in the National Palaces Painting 
Collection. In addition, the works of artists who got to know 
the art environment of İstanbul and became part of that 
environment are hung up on the walls of the palace. Realities 
and fantasies are to be seen in the impressive orientalist 
paintings defining the East from the view of the West.

The first painting collection of Turkey was established in the 
Dolmabahçe Palace. Sultan Abdülaziz purchased paintings 
and made a collection and also had Turkish and Western 
artists working for him. He initiated a new era in the sultan-
artist relationship thanks to his interest and ability in art; and 
he made his name knownn as an artist in addition to being 
a patron of the arts. The logic of accumulation in the period 
of Sultan Abdülmecid (1839-1861), in which paintings 
presented to the palace are predominant, led to a greater 

understanding of collecting works of art in the period of 
Sultan Abdülaziz (1861-1876). The relation between Ahmed 
Ali (Şeker Ahmed Pasha), who studied painting in Europe, 
and his French teacher Jean-Léon Gérôme resulted in a 
collaboration that reached as far as the palace. He turned the 
accumulated works in the palace into a collection, together 
with works of art purchased from Goupil Art Gallery in Paris, 
which belonged to his father-in law, upon the orders of the 
palace and recommendations of Gérôme. Some painters, 
such as the Polish painter Stanislaw Chlebowski, served 
in the Palace; the Frenchman Pierre Désiré Guillemet drew 
pictures for the Palace and the Russian Ivan Konstantinovic 
Aivazovsky strengthened the collection.  Paintings depicting 
historical topics reflecting the heroism of the Ottomans, 
ceremonies and portraits consisting of compositions with 
many figures were ordered from Western artists. In this way, 
in a country weak from defeats, victories and reforms were 
reflected in paintings treasured by the sultans. Turkish artists 
mainly painted scenes and landscape paintings. There are 
works of famous Turkish and foreign artists including Ivan 
Konstantinovic Ayvazovski, Stefano Ussi, Rudolf Ernst, 
Gustave Boulanger, Narcisse Berchere, Alberto Pasini, 
Francois Dubois, Jean-Leon Gerome, Adolphe Schreyer, 
Eugene Fromentin, Adolf Kaufmann, Pierre Desire Guillemet, 
Victor Leclaire, Georges Washington, Victor Huguet, Luigi 
Acuarone, Fausto Zonaro, Şeker Ahmet Pasha, Halil Pasha, 
Osman Hamdi Bey, Suleyman Seyyid, Huseyin Zekai 
Pasha, Hoca Ali Riza, Şevket Dağ and the last prince of the 
Ottoman Empire and last caliph Abdülmecid Efendi in the 
National Palaces Paintings Collection.

The Collection of Paintings 
in the First GNAT and 

National Palaces
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From the 
First GNAT Museum 

Collection 

Artist Refik Epikman, one of the founding members 
of the Union of Independent Painters and Sculptors, 
depicted Atatürk and members of the Assembly while 
they were waving to the people on the Assembly 
balcony. The artist depicted the figures using a cubist-
constructivist approach. The parliament building and 
Ankara Castle are monumental in the composition. The 
sky has a small area in the composition.

The First Anniversary of 
GNAT  

(Ogün)

Refik Epikman (1902-1974), The First Anniversary of the GNAT (Ogün), 
1937, oil on canvas painting,

2.50 x 1.97m., Inventory No. 51/46
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There are 31 works of natural and urban landscapes by 
Ivan Konstantinovich, who visited Istanbul many times and 
witnessed the reigns of Sultan Abdülmecid, Sultan Abdülaziz 
and Sultan Abdülhamid II, in the National Palaces Paintings 
Collection. These works are proof of the value and appreciation 
of the artist by the Palace.

Upon the orders of Sultan Abdülaziz who dwelt on his fleet, 
Ivan Konstantinovich painted the “Ottoman Fleet in front of 
Çırağan Palace” reflecting a procession by the Ottoman Fleet. 
While the sky and water covers a large part of the canvas 

surface, the sunset is highlighted with a light in which pink and 
yellow are dominant. The ships are lined one behind another, 
drawing the viewers’ eyes to the depth of the picture. There 
is a rowboat in the forefront and there are figures inside the 
boat. From the middle, the fleet advance diagonally across 
the picture adorned with flags. On the right, there is Çırağan 
Palace. The daily life of Istanbul’s waterways is reflected by 
the rowing boat and ships. There is a piece of land in the 
background. Yellow and blue are the dominant colours in this 
composition by an artist who is sensitive to light.

Ottoman Fleet in front 
of Çırağan Palace

Ivan Konstantinovich 
Aivazovsky
(Russian, 1817-1900),
Ottoman Fleet in front of 
Çırağan Palace,
1875, oil on canvas,
93.20x 131.20 cm,
Inventory No. 1111109.

From the National Palaces 
Collection
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The Imperial Regiment of 
the Ertuğrul on the 

Galata Bridge 

Italian artist Fausto Zonaro, who was impressed by the 
Imperial Regiment of Ertugrul crossing the Galata Bridge, 
went to see the regiment every Friday and he reflected every 
small detail from the portraits of the soldiers to the number 
of buttons on their uniform.

Zonaro wanted to present this painting to the ruling Sultan 
Abdulhamit II through the Italian Ambassador. Sultan 
Abdulhamit II appreciated Italian artist Fausto Zonaro's 
painting dated 1896, titled "The Imperial Regiment of the 
Ertugrul on the Galata Bridge" and he commissioned him 
as palace artist. After a while, the Sultan gave this painting 
as a gift to French Parliament Speaker Dechanel who visited 
Istanbul. The painting, dated 1901 in the Palace Collection, 
titled "The Cavalcade of the Ertugrul on the Galata 
Bridge”  is the second work painted on the subject upon 

the request of Sultan Abdulhamit II. In the composition, 
the Ertugrul Cavalcade wear dark coloured uniforms and 
ride white horses inspired by Fatih Sultan Mehmet’s horse 
on the bridge. Flags and street lights on the bridge rise 
monumentally towards the sky. The figures are drawn 
under a blue sky with grey-white clouds. On the left there 
is a crowd watching the procession: the artist painted his 
wife Elisa in her western clothes and himself in Ottoman 
clothes. The New Mosque and other buildings can be seen 
in the background as silhouettes. The smoke of the ships 
seen behind the figures floats diagonally into the sky. The 
soldiers on white horses and the crowd watching them give 
dynamism to the composition. This dynamism is important 
for the relationship and rhythm between the painting and 
the viewer.

Fausto Zonaro (Italian, 1854-1929),
The Imperial Regiment of the Ertugrul on the 

Galata Bridge,
1901, oil on canvas, 121x 203 cm,

Inventory No.11/1172
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Hoca Ali Rıza, Fountain 
Oil on canvas 74.5x100 cm. 
Inventory No. 13/504
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Ivan Konstantinovich Aivazovsky
Ottoman Fleet in front of Çırağan Palace, 1875

oil on canvas,
93.20x 131.20 cm,

Inventory No. 11/1109
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Huseyin Zekai Pasha 
Hamidiye Fountain 
oil on canvas  
80 x105 cm.
Inventory No. 64/2167
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